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1st Grade Social Studies Curriculum Matrix
(Note: Curriculum Matrix based on 180 instructional days; instructional days include assessments.)

Units Instructional Days
Early September Unit1: NJDOE Holocaust Comminsion 9/11 Approved Activities 3 Instructional Days

Late September-October Unit 2: Geography 13 Instructional Days

November-January Unit 3: Family 10 Instructional Days

February Unit 4: Citizenship 13 Instructional Days

March Unit 5: Holocaust 5 Instructional Days

April Unit 6: Economics 7 Instructional Days

May-June Unit 7: History 10 Instructional Days
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Philosophy

The Florham Park School District’s social studies curriculum encourages the students to learn civic principles to become active members of
the global community.  For a productive and satisfying life, students must have meaningful engagement in the complex world around us.
Social Studies allows students to explore and analyze people in connection to their past, their environment, and their societies. 

Through the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, the students will investigate the past and make connections to current
events.  Technology can enhance critical thinking, geography skills, e�ective communication, and historical understanding. Collaborative,
student-centered lessons will promote e�ective social interactions and problem solving skills.

Exposure to the diverse cultures in the world helps to promote empathy, self-re�ection, and active global citizens. “Students must feel
empowered to make informed and reasoned decisions through their knowledge and understanding of the diverse and dynamic nature of
society and the interaction among cultures, societies, governments and environments.” 

Florham Park’s Holocaust and Amistad lessons and connection to the Social Studies Curriculum
Florham Park has infused Holocaust and Amistad commission lessons throughout the curriculum.  The curriculum infuses interactive read
alouds throughout the school year.  The purpose of the Amistad commision mandate is to infuse the history of Africans and
African-Americans into the social studies curriculum in order to provide an accurate, complete and inclusive history.  Teachers will be
provided books from the Amistad Commision recommended book list with questions to go along with the interactive read aloud books.
Adapted from
“ISB Social Studies Philosophy Statement” International School of Beijing. All Rights Reserved. © 2011. Web.  21 June
2011.

1st Grade’s Geographic Goals

Location ● Follow and give simple directions of location
● Name state and nation
● Identify map symbols and use a map key to locate places on a map

Place ● Locate the U.S. on a world map
Relationship within
places

● Describe how seasons a�ect people in students’ neighborhoods

Movement ● Describe methods people use to travel in and out of their neighborhoods to meet their needs
Regions ● Describe similarities and di�erences among people and their neighborhoods

● Describe components of students’ neighborhoods
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Unit 1: NJDOE Holocaust Comminsion 9/11 Approved Activities Grade: 1st

Unit Overview:
This unit reviews the importance of standing up and making a di�erence.  Students will see through interactive read alouds important people who stood
up for others.

NJ Student Learning Standards:
By the end of  Grade 2:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive
citizens in local, national, and global communities.
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape
meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of  Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
RI.1.1. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text
SL.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

21st-Century Life & Career Skills 
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career
requirements.
Career Ready Practices
Career Ready Practices describe the career-ready skills that all educators in all content areas should seek to develop in their students. They are practices that have been linked to increase college,
career, and life success. Career Ready Practices should be taught and reinforced in all career exploration and preparation programs with increasingly higher levels of complexity and expectation
as a student advances through a program of study.
CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4.  Communicate clearly and e�ectively and with reason.
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CRP5.  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6.  Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP7.  Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28 Every board of education shall include instruction on the Holocaust and genocides in an appropriate place in the curriculum of all elementary and
secondary school pupils. The instruction shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each citizen bears to �ght racism and hatred whenever and wherever it happens.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● The students will be able to give examples of ways in which each

person is unique yet has things in common with others.
● The students will be able to explain the ways in which each person

and group can help enrich and expand the nature of life for
everyone.

● The students will be able to de�ne the word hero.
● The students will be able to describe heroic behaviors.
● The students will be able to identify fears and ways to overcome

their fears.

● How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted
or prevented the growth of personal freedom, individual
responsibility, equality, and respect for human dignity?

● How do our interpretations of past events inform our
understanding of cause and e�ect, and continuity and change,
and how do they in�uence our beliefs and decisions about
current public policy issues?

Unit Teaching Points:

Concepts
What will students know...

Skills/ Performance Expectations
What students will be able to do...

● Students will be able to use the book, The Colors of the Rainbow,
examine how di�erences enrich our lives as well as looking at things
we share in common.

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that we are all di�erent.
These di�erences are what make our world such a beautiful place.
Our di�erences are what make us unique. Although we have many
di�erences, we also have things in common.”
Synchronous Activity:
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● Today we are going to read the book called The Colors of
the Rainbow. In this book we will learn that when people
of di�erent races and ethnic backgrounds come together,
they form the most magni�cent sight--a rainbow. Just like
the colors of the rainbow, each person is unique in his and
her own special way. But all have similar feelings, thoughts,
hopes, and dreams. We want to celebrate and appreciate
both our own and other people's di�erences, and above all,
to come together like the colors of the rainbow.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Make Your Own Rainbow

(At some point a share can be done to make the connection to the
fact that we all made a rainbow but they all look di�erent. Just like
we are all children but we are all di�erent. These di�erences in
ourselves and our rainbows all make us unique.)

● Students will be able to understand the meaning and
characteristics of a “hero” through music, to examine the concept.

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that a hero is  a person
that shows qualities that others admire, they are strong, brave, and
courageous. We often look up to these people because of these
wonderful qualities.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Today I am going to play a song for you.  As I play the
song I want you to listen to the words. (You may choose
which song to share with your students

● You Tube Kids song: Lets Go Hero Song
● Discuss: What are the qualities of a hero?

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: My Hero Activity

● Students will be able to use the book, There’s A Big Beautiful
World Out There, to connect fears expressed by students and
found in the book, ways suggested to overcome fears.

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that sometimes we are
scared of things. It is okay to feel scared but you don’t always have to
be scared. But the world is also a beautiful place and if you hide or
close your eyes for too long, you will miss all the beautiful things.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Today we are going to read the book called, There’s A Big
Beautiful World Out There, and you will see that although
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there are things that scare us, it is important to overcome
those fears because the world is a beautiful place.

● Read Aloud: There’s A Big Beautiful World Out There -
YouTube Video: There’s A Big Beautiful World Out
There

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Printable Writing Activity: Sometimes I feel scared.... I feel

better when…
● (If virtual) Seesaw Activity: Take the above prompt and

turn it into a Seesaw Journal response.

Heritage Month
Celebration Guide
(Cover in all
curricular areas)

National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month:
Celebrated September 15-October 15
Students will:

● Learn about traditions, music and history that contributes to
Hispanic culture

● Use read alouds to teach children to identify with the world
around them, to appreciate and value the di�erences and
similarities of other people to themselves.

Picture Book Options:
● Mango, Abuela and Me by Meg Medina - Mange, Abuela

and Me Read Aloud
● Carmela Full of Wishes. by Matt de la Peña - Carmela Full

of Wishes - Read Aloud
● My Papi Has a Motorcycle. by Isabel Quintero, illustrated by

Zeke Peña- My Papi Has A Motorcycle Read Aloud

Lesson: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you
about National Hispanic-Latino Heritage
Month. During this month we learn about and
celebrate those with a Hispanic-Latino
background. In this culture, people speak
Spanish. Today we are going to read a book and
learn some words in Spanish.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Display maps of Spanish speaking
countries - Maps of Spanish Speaking
Countries

● Introducing book: Mango, Abuela and
Me by Meg Medina - Mange, Abuela
and Me Read Aloud - in this book we
will meet Mia and her abuela. Mia's
abuela has left her sunny house with
parrots and palm trees to live with Mia
and her parents in the city. But it is hard
for Mia to communicate with her
abuela because she speaks Spanish. Let’s
read to �nd out what happens to Mia
and her abuela.

● Read the  book/discuss
Asynchronous Activity:
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● Printable Activity: Spanish Speaking
Countries Word Search

● Hispanic-Latino Listening Center -
Hispanic Latino Heritage Month
Listening Center

Evidence of  Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special
Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:
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● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Holocaust 911 Curriculumn
● Kidsbridge Tolerance Museum
● The National September 11 Memorial and Museum
● The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves
● Go to Hugs Across America

Core Instructional Resources:

● Seesaw
● The Colors of the Rainbow by Jennifer Moore-Mallinos (Level J)
● Jellybean National Pamphlet
● Hero by Enrique Iglesis/ or Hero by Mariah Carey
● There’s a Big, Beautiful World OUt There! By Nancy Carlson (Level J)
● Any appropriate grade 1 book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● 14 Cows for America by Carmen Deedy (Level  S)
● Fireboat: THe Heroic Adventures of John J. Harvey by Maria Kalman

(Level M)
● What Were the Twin Towers? By Jim O’Connor (Level S)
● The Survivor Tree” Inspired By A True Story by Cherly Aubin (Level M)
● The Little Chapel That Stood by A. B. Curtiss (Level N)
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Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of  Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social studies,

and foreign language related activities to encourage building background knowledge
and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as they
re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write

the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and

character motivation.

Integration of  21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of
media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy
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Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)
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Unit 2: Geography Grade: 1st
Unit Overview:

In this unit, students will learn to read basic maps.  They will discover that people live in di�erent kinds of homes and neighborhoods.  Then, they will
discover the relationship between homes, neighborhoods, communities, state, countries, and Earth.  Finally, they will realize that they are a part of a large
community. This unit will give students exposure to map skills that will allow students to view their environment in a broader sense.

NJ Student Learning Standards:
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape meaning or
tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of  Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Primary interdisciplinary connections:
Language Arts:

● Write a description of Florham Park.
● Design a travel brochure highlighting the community.
● Graphic organizers.
● Create and present a weather report.

Math:
● Measuring distances on a map.
● Graph natural resources according to region.

Science:
● Create a poster encouraging people to prevent pollution and recycle.
● Design an invention made out of recycled  products.

21st-Century Life & Career Skills 
9.1 Personal Financial Literacy 
This standard outlines the important �scal knowledge, habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for students to make informed decisions about personal �nance. Financial literacy is an
integral component of a student's college and career readiness, enabling students to achieve ful�lling, �nancially-secure, and successful careers.
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career
requirements.
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Career Ready Practices
Career Ready Practices describe the career-ready skills that all educators in all content areas should seek to develop in their students. They are practices that have been linked to increase college,
career, and life success. Career Ready Practices should be taught and reinforced in all career exploration and preparation programs with increasingly higher levels of complexity and expectation as a
student advances through a program of study.
CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4.  Communicate clearly and e�ectively and with reason.
CRP5.  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6.  Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP7.  Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

New Jersey Amistad Commission N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards:
By the end of  grade 2:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens
in local, national, and global communities.

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Geography, People, and the Environment: Human Population Patterns

Physical and human characteristics a�ect where people live (settle) ● 6.1.2.GeoPP.1: Explain the di�erent physical and human characteristics that
might make a location a good place to live (e.g., landforms, climate and
weather, resource availability).

Geography, People, and the Environment: Human Environment Interaction

Environmental characteristics in�uence the how and where people live. ● 6.1.2.Geo.HE.1: Explain how seasonal weather changes, climate, and other
environmental characteristics a�ect people's lives in a place or region.

● 6.1.2.Geo.HE.2: Describe how human activities a�ect the culture and
environmental characteristics of places or regions (e.g., transportation,
housing, dietary needs).

● 6.1.2.Geo.HE.3: Identify cultural and environmental characteristics of
di�erent regions in New Jersey and the United States.
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● 6.1.2.Geo.HE.4: Investigate the relationship between the physical environment
of a place and the economic activities found there.

Geography, People, and the Environment: Spatial Views of  the World

A map is a symbolic representation of selected characteristics of a place ● 6.1.2.Geo.SV.1: Use maps to identify physical features (e.g., continents, oceans,
rivers, lakes, mountains).

● 6.1.2.Geo.SV.2: Describe how maps are created for a speci�c purpose (e.g.,
school �re-drill map, route from home to school, learning centers in a
classroom).

● 6.1.2.Geo.SV.3: Identify and describe the properties of a variety of maps and
globes (e.g., title, legend, cardinal directions, scale, symbols,) and purposes
(way�nding, thematic).

Geographic data can be used to identify cultural and environmental characteristics
of places.

● 6.1.2.Geo.SV.4: Identify examples of geospatial data (e.g., landmarks on the
school grounds, the spatial location of each student’s assigned seat in the
classroom, needs more thought).

By the end of  grade 2:
6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding
by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world

6.3 Civics, Government and Human Rights: Participation and Deliberation

When all members of the group are given the opportunity to participate in the
decision making process, everyone’s voice is heard.

● 6.3.2.CivicsPD.1: With adult guidance and support, bring awareness of a local
issue to school and/or community members and make recommendations for
change.

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● Maps allow us to �nd locations in the world.
● Discover how symbols are used to represent things on maps and

how to use a map key.
● All people share the planet and have responsibility toward it.

● How do globes and maps help me to understand my
world?

● How do physical geography, human geography, and the
human environment interact to in�uence or determine
the development of cultures, societies, and nations?

Unit Teaching Points:

Bends: Concepts
What will students know...

Skills/ Performance Expectations
What students will be able to do...
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Bend I:
Communities

● Students will be able to identify
characteristics of di�erent types of
communities.

● Students will identify the human
characteristics of a community.

● Students will explain how
communities di�er in their physical
characteristics

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to teach you that a community is a place where
people live, work, and play together. There are three di�erent types of communities
that we  are going to learn about today. They are called urban communities,
suburban communities and rural communities.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Create an anchor chart and  list the three di�erent communities.
● Give a brief description or show a picture of each.
● Ask students to brainstorm what you may see there and add them to the

chart.
● OR use the following Powerpoint presentation to show real life photos of

each community and discuss the characteristics. - Community
Powerpoint

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Types of Communities
● Printable Activity: Types of Communities Write About It

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to remind you  that a community is a place where
people live, work, and play together. There are three di�erent types of
communities. They are called urban communities, suburban communities and
rural communities.”
Synchronous OR Asynchronous Activity:

● Watch the Brainpop Jr. on Communities: Brainpop Jr. - Rural, Urban,
Suburban

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Printable Activity: My Community Write About it Activity
● Seesaw Activity: My Community

Bend II:
Maps

● Students will be able to locate places
using maps.

● Students will locate the United
States on a globe and map

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to teach you that you can use a map to help you get
from place to place. You can also use a map to �nd the location of a speci�c place.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Watch the Brainpop Jr Video - Reading Maps
● Review cardinal directions: North, South, East and West

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Read a Map
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● Students will locate the country
where they were born on a globe
and map

● Students will locate New Jersey on
a map of the United States

● Students will locate important
landforms and locations of NJ on
the map

● Students will be able to de�ne
continents and oceans and distinguish
between them on maps and globes.

● Students will utilize a key to
identify and locate basic landforms
on a globe and map (oceans, lakes,
rivers, streams, mountains, etc.)

● Students will identify landforms
and bodies of water that are found
on Earth?

● Students will be able to describe
physical features of landforms.

● Students will identify important
physical features around you

● Students will develop an
understanding of locations of the
landforms explored

● Students will be able to identify and
describe the various types of weather.

● Printable Activity: Reading a Map - At the Zoo (advanced)
● Printable Activity: Reading a Map - At the Park

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to remind you that you can use a map to help you
�nd and locate places around you. You can also use a globe to locate places. A globe
is a sphere shaped or ball shaped map. You can spin it to see a model of the world.
We live in the United States of America. You can locate the United States of
America on a map or globe.”
Synchronous Activity:

● In person: demonstrate on the globe where we live in the United States of
America. If virtual: use the following link to demonstrate on a virtual
globe - 3D Interactive Globe Demonstration

● Today we are going to watch a video on globes - Share Youtube Video:
Know Your Globe for Kids

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Map and Globe Sorting Activity

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to teach you that the United States is made up of
50 states. The state we live in is called New Jersey. We can use a map of the United
States to locate our state.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Map of the USA sample- United States Map - share map with students
and discuss.

● If possible - print maps for each student and have them locate and color
New Jersey.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Locating out state on the map

Lesson 6: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to teach you about continents and oceans. When
we look at a globe or map of the world, we see land and water.  The land masses are
very large areas of land called continents and the large bodies of water are called
oceans.”
Synchronous Activity:
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● Students will identify and describe the
factors of various types of weather
(sunny, cloudy, rainy, snowy, warm,
cold, windy) using key vocabulary.

● Students will compare the factors of
di�erent types of weather and identify
similarities and di�erences.

● There are 7 continents in our great big world and we are going to learn
their names today.

● Display map of the world: Map of the World
● Optional: Brainpop Jr. Continents and Oceans

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: 7 Continents Song Activity
● Seesaw Activity: Label the 7 Continents
● Continents and Oceans Mini Book Printable

Lesson 7: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to teach you more about continents and oceans.
When we look at a globe or map of the world, we see land and water.  The land
masses are very large areas of land called continents and the large bodies of water are
called oceans.”
Synchronous Activity:

● There are 7 continents in our great big world and 5 oceans. Today we are
going to learn the names and locations of these oceans.

● Display map of the world: Map of the World
● Optional: Brainpop Jr. Continents and Oceans
● Optional: Continents Song and Oceans Song Lyrics/Tune

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Continents and Oceans Sort and Label

Lesson 8: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to teach you about landforms. Landforms are
natural formations of di�erent areas of land. There are a few di�erent types of
landforms that are made naturally and they all look di�erent.There are many
di�erent kinds of landforms such as:  hills, mountains, plateaus, valleys, canyons,
plains, coast, bay, island, and peninsulas, volcano, lake, river, volcano.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Which  landforms have you heard of or seen here in your community of
Florham Park?

● Let’s watch this video to learn more about landforms, what they look like
and where you can �nd them: Brainpop Jr. - Landforms

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Landforms Video, Sorting Activity and Writing
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● Printable Landforms Sort and Match: Cut and Sort the Landforms and
De�nition to Match

Lesson 9: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to teach you that there are four di�erent seasons.
Seasons are the time of the year that have the same weather pattern. These seasons
are winter, spring, summer and fall. In each of these seasons we experience di�erent
types of weather in New Jersey.”
Synchronous Activity:

● In the winter it snows and is very cold. We wear heavy coats, hats, and
mittens. Plants stop growing and some animals hibernate or go into a
deep sleep until it gets warm.

● In the spring the weather warms up and it rains a lot. We will wear
raincoats and boots. Plants begin to grow and baby animals are born.

● Summer is the hottest season where we live. We wear shorts, t-shirts, and
sunscreen. You may visit places like the beach during these hot sunny days
to cool o�.

● In fall (autumn) it can get chilly and windy. You may wear light coats and
sweaters. The leaves change colors and fall to the ground. As it gets colder
and colder it becomes winter all over again.

● Brainpop Video - Seasons
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity: Add a picture for each SEASON!
● Printable - Season Sort and Writing Activity

Lesson 10: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that as the seasons change so does the
weather. Weather is the condition of the air outside. When we step or look outside
we can see and feel the weather conditions. Is it sunny, rainy, cloudy, snowy, cold, or
warm?”
Synchronous Activity:

● Printable or displayed on screen to show the di�erent weather and
discuss: Weather Focus Wall

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Weather Words
● Seesaw Activity: What's the Weather Chart
● Seesaw Activity: What's the Weather Scenarios

Board Adopted August 30, 2021

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bqs1XoJpkH5g33MzDfmJ0ezLuZ80XPpr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bqs1XoJpkH5g33MzDfmJ0ezLuZ80XPpr/view?usp=sharing
https://jr.brainpop.com/science/weather/seasons/
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=seasons&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.442688d4-b83d-4303-986c-baa73ab10138
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oMq9wro4OlIyGDwNmLsaYZTU1KlzcNK4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DqECzWfpKrXH4SSXK2AlYS1E9vJMmnHf/view?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=weather&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.b26209a9-8b77-43f2-a4ef-ea6e0b7d16af
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=weather&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.721f858a-ac0a-4d16-869b-25b758e566f0
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=weather&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.14119b57-af26-43b2-b5d8-7273422367c3


Florham Park Social Studies

1st Grade Social Studies Curriculum

● Printable: Weather Chart, Bar Graph and Poem

Bend III:
Natural
Resources

● Students will be able to identify
natural resources and recognize their
importance

● Students will identify natural
resources that are used to make
products that we use everyday

● Students will analyze why  natural
resources are important to our
economy

● Students will be able to recognize the
relevancy of preventing pollution and
conserving resources

● Students understand what pollution is
and its e�ect on human and natural
life

● Students will understand why we
shouldn’t waste natural resources, and
how we can conserve natural resource

Lesson 11: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to teach you about natural resources. Natural
resources are something of value that we get from the environment. Air, water and
sunlight are all natural resources we need to live. Animals, land, soil, and plants are
all natural resources.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Some natural resources are renewable which means they can grow back or
be replaced over time. For example, plants are renewable resources, after
they are picked their seeds can be planted and they can grow up.

● Some natural resources are nonrenewable which means that it can take a
very long time for them to be replaced. For example, oil is a nonrenewable
resource.

● We use natural resources for many things such as food, clothing, glass,
metral and energy.

● Brainpop Jr.- Natural Resources
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Printable Activity: Natural Resources Sort

Lesson 12: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to teach  you that natural resources are something
of value that we get from the environment. Air, water and sunlight are all natural
resources we need to live. Animals, land, soil, and plants are all natural resources.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Today we are going to practice identifying some di�erent natural
resources and what they do to help people. - Choose an activity from
below and explain.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Printable Activity: Natural Resources Scavenger Hunt
● Seesaw Activity: Natural Resources at Work

Lesson 13: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:  “Today I want to teach you about pollution. Pollution is what
makes the Earth and the air we breathe dirty and unhealthy. Land, air and water are
all a�ected by pollution. Pollution can be things left on the ground that make the
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land and water dirty and it can also be things in the air that make the air we breathe
dirty as well.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Printable Experiment used to show the e�ects of pollution on the
environment: Fred the Fish's Journey (you will need a list of items to
prepare for this experiment - see link for details)

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Types of Pollution
● Printable: Fred the Fish’s Journey Writing Activity - see above link

Heritage Month
Celebration Guide
(Cover in all
curricular areas)

Italian Heritage Month:
Celebrated in October
Students will:

● Learn about traditions, music and history that contributes to
Italian culture

● Use read alouds to teach children to identify with the world
around them, to appreciate and value the di�erences and
similarities of other people to themselves.

Picture Book Options:
● Strega Nona by Tomie dePaolo - Strega Nona Read Aloud
● Maria Montessori by Ma Isabel Sanchez Vegara - Maria

Montessori Read Aloud
● All the Way to America: The Story of a Big Italian Family

and a Little Shovel by Dan Yaccarino - All the Way to
America - Read Aloud

Lesson: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that in
the month of October we celebrate Italian Heritage
Month. Today we will learn about Italy!”
Synchronous Activity:

● Display World Map and locate Italy -
World Map Highlighting Italy

● Introducing book: All the Way to
America: The Story of a Big Italian Family
and a Little Shovel by Dan Yaccarino - All
the Way to America - Read Aloud - The
author, Dan Yaccarino's great-grandfather
arrived at Ellis Island with a small shovel
and his parents' good advice: “Work hard,
but remember to enjoy life, and never
forget your family. In this book the
shovel is passed down through generations
of his family. Let’s read to learn more
about his family's arrival at Ellis Island.

● Read the  book/discuss
Asynchronous Activity:

● Printable Activity: Italy Coloring Page
● Printable Activity: Color the Italian Flag

Evidence of  Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tVlaHVGYICj4zgGbWotUNCoiMQJ7Ovv8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UZm1-BmqIncTZ_ICmExcjzpt37-URQFH/view?usp=sharing
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Formative Assessments:

● Oral Responses
● Maps
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special
Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans
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● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades
● My World Adventures in Time and Place Macmillan/McGraw-Hill
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● Seesaw
● Environmental Kids Club
● Geography Website
● City Dog by Karla Kuskin (Level J)
● Our Earth by Anne Rockwell (Level M)
● A Bird’s-Eye View: A First Book of Maps by Harriet Wittels (Level M)
● My Map Book by Sara Fanelli (Level J)
● Any appropriate grade 1 book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Common Ground: The Water, Earth, and Air We Share by Molly Bang (Level

N)
● Cloudy With A Chance of Meatball by Judi Barrett (Level M)
● The Lorax by Dr. Seuss (Level P)
● Dear Children of the Earth by Schim Schimmel (Level M)
● The Wartville Wizard by Don Madden (Level J)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10
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Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of  Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as they
re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write the

words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character

motivation.

Integration of  21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media
reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)
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Unit 3: Family Grade: 1st
Unit Overview:

This unit allows the students to re�ect on their own family and then learn about families in other cultures.  Students will be given a chance to compare and
contrast the di�erent cultures. This unit allows the students to learn about their own family. The students will also learn that children around the world are
similar in many ways even though they may look di�erent.

NJ Student Learning Standards:
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape meaning or
tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of  Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.

Primary interdisciplinary connections:
Language Arts:

● Compose descriptions of family roles.
● Use puppets to act out how family members should treat each other.
● Graphic organizers.

Math:
● Graphing the holidays  the students  celebrate.
● Calculating distances on a map using the map key.

Science:
● Identify the materials used to build di�erent types of shelters.
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21st-Century Life & Career Skills 
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career
requirements.

Career Ready Practices
Career Ready Practices describe the career-ready skills that all educators in all content areas should seek to develop in their students. They are practices that have been linked to increase college,
career, and life success. Career Ready Practices should be taught and reinforced in all career exploration and preparation programs with increasingly higher levels of complexity and expectation as a
student advances through a program of study.
CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4.  Communicate clearly and e�ectively and with reason.
CRP5.  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6.  Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP7.  Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

New Jersey Amistad Commission N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and secondary
school students

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards
By the end of  grade 2:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment
shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local,
national, and global communities.

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Civics and Political Institutions

Local community and government leaders have roles and responsibilities to
provide services for their community members.

● 6.1.2.CivicsPI.1: Describe roles and responsibilities of community and local
government leaders (e.g., mayor, town council).

● 6.1.2.CivicsPI.2: Investigate the importance of services provided by the local
government to meet the needs and ensure the safety of community members.

Rules for all to live by are a result of the actions of government, organizations,
and individuals.

● 6.1.2.CivicsPI.3: Explain how individuals work with di�erent levels of
government to make rules
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The actions of individuals and government a�ect decisions made for the
common good

● 6.1.2.CivicsPI.4: Explain how all people, not just o�cial leaders, play important
roles in a community.

● 6.1.2.CivicsPI.5: Describe how communities work to accomplish common tasks,
establish responsibilities, and ful�ll roles of authority.

● 6.1.2.CivicsPI.6: Explain what government is and its function.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Participation and Deliberation

When all members of the group are given the opportunity to participate in the
decision making process everyone’s voice is heard.

● 6.1.2.CivicsPD.1: Engage in discussions e�ectively by asking questions,
considering facts, listening to the ideas of others, and sharing opinions.

● 6.1.2.CivicsPD.2: Establish a process for how individuals can e�ectively work
together to make decisions.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Civic Mindedness

Certain character traits can help individuals become productive members of
their community.

● 6.1.2.CivicsCM.1: Describe why it is important that individuals assume personal
and civic responsibilities in a democratic society.

● 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2: Use examples from a variety of sources to describe how certain
characteristics can help individuals collaborate and solve problems (e.g.,
open-mindedness, compassion, civility, persistence)

● 6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others
can contribute to individuals feeling accepted.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Understanding Perspectives

Respecting and understanding the views of others helps one learn about various
perspectives, thoughts, and cultures.

● 6.1.2.HistoryUP.2: Use evidence to demonstrate how an individual’s beliefs,
values, and traditions may change and/or re�ect more than one culture.

● 6.1.2.HistoryUP.3: Use examples from the past and present to describe how
stereotyping and prejudice can lead to con�ict.

By the end of  grade 2:
6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding
by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world

Core Idea Performance Expectations

When all members of the group are given the opportunity to participate in the
decision-making process, everyone’s voice is heard.

6.3.2.CivicsPD.1: With adult guidance and support, bring awareness of a local issue to school
and/or community members and make recommendations for change.

9.1.4.A.5 The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to
solve the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time.

9.1.4.C.1 Practice collaborative skills in groups, and explain how these skills assist in completing tasks in
di�erent settings (at home, in school, and during play).  
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9.1.4.F.1 Explain the meaning of productivity and accountability, and describe situations in which
productivity and accountability are important in the home, school, and community.

9.1.4.F.3 Explain the importance of understanding and following rules in family, classroom, and
community settings.

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● Families may look or seem di�erent, but all families have the same

basic human needs.
● Families care for and help each other.
● Rules and laws are meant for people to be safe and have order.

● What is a family?
● What makes some families di�erent from others and in what ways is

your own family unique?
● How does having di�erent kinds of families make the world and our

classroom community a richer place?
Unit Teaching Points:

Bends: Concepts
What will students know...

Skills/ Performance Expectations
What students will be able to do...

Bend I:
Needs

● Students will be able to identify
how families meet basic human
needs.

● Students will explain how goods
and services meet people's needs.

● Students will identify examples of
goods and services in the home and
in the school.

● Students will be able to identify
ways that families celebrate special
occasions.

● Students will understand the
meaning of customs and traditions

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you about how important our families are. We rely on our
families to help us every day. We work together, care about one another and take care of one another.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Our family members help us meet our basic needs (food, water and shelter)  as well as give
us additional things which we call “wants” such as pets, video games, cars.

● Show Needs and Wants poster and discuss, add other items to the list - Needs and Wants
Posters

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Needs and Wants Sorting Activity
● Printable Activity: Wants and Needs Sort

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that goods and services are also things that help us to
meet our needs.  Goods are items that we can purchase. People buy and sell goods. Goods are made or
grown. A service is work someone does for someone else.”
Synchronous Activity:
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● Students will explain why it’s
important for families to continue
customs and traditions

● Students will be able to describe the
importance of shelter and the
di�erent types of homes.

● Students will compare and contrast
rural and urban areas.

● Students will understand the
importance of shelter and di�erent
forms of it

● Students will discuss how where
people live a�ects their shelter and
transportation.

● Examples of goods: clothes, cars, computers and other electronics (are made) fruits and
vegetables are examples of goods that are grown. Many goods come from natural resources.

○ Wood is a natural resource that we use to make goods such as paper, pencils,
furniture, homes.

● Examples of services: Dentist, babysitter, bus driver, doctor, teacher
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw: Goods and Services Sorting Activity

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that families have di�erent traditions. Traditions are the
handing down of beliefs and customs from parents to children over many years.”
Synchronous Activity:

● List common holidays or activities (family vacations, places to visit, or activities done
together).

● Teacher share her favorite family tradition
● Students share some of their own family traditions

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: My Family

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that one important thing that we must have to live is
shelter. We call the houses and  homes that we live in a shelter. It is where you and your family are safe
and protected. Shelter is one of the most important needs we have and they can be made, built and
created in many ways. Homes are di�erent all around the world.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Powerpoint Presentation - Homes Around the World
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity: I See My House
● Additional Activity: Draw a map of your home

Bend II:
Maps

● Students will be able to identify
how to �nd the town, state, and
country they live in using a map.

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you  that you can �nd your town of Florham Park on a
map. Maps are helpful to show you the area around where you live and how to get from one place to
another from your home.”
Synchronous Activity:
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● Students will locate New Jersey
on a map of the United States

● Students will locate Florham
Park on a variety of maps

● Students will utilize a key to
identify and locate natural
resources around you

● Students will be able to
determine cause and e�ect
relationships between following
rules and not following rules in
the home, community and
school.

● Students will be able to
recognize the need for rules in
the home, school, and
community.

● Students will be able to explore
how rules establish order,
provide security, and protect
rights.

● Students will be able to
recognize the need for fairness in
rules.

● Let’s take a look at a few di�erent types of maps:
○ Map of New Jersey: Map of New Jersey with Florham Park shown
○ Map of Florham Park - Map of Florham Park Businesses
○ Interactive New Jersey Map - Interactive Map of New Jersey Click and Learn

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Places in my Town
● Seesaw Activity: Bedroom Map Activity

Lesson 6: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to show you a map of the United States. This is the country in
which we live. There are 50 states and we live in the state called New Jersey.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Map - Map of the United States
● Teacher shares- locate states you have visited - - The States I Have Visited
● Student share- what states  have you visited?

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Locate Your State on the Map of the United States
● Additional Activity: Students can locate the states they have visited. This may require some

“homework” to talk to their parents about - The States I Have Visited

Lesson 7: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to remind you that there are 7 continents or bodies of land in our
world.  The United States, where we live, is located on the continent of North America along with
Canada above us and Mexico below us.
Synchronous Activity:

● Display map of the world - Map of the World
● Additional Option: Interactive World Map

Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity: Me on the Map!
● Printable: North America Coloring Map

Lesson 8: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
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Teaching Point: “Today I want to remind you that following the rules is very important. Rules help
to keep people safe and healthy. If you do not follow the rules you can hurt yourself or others.”
Synchronous Activity:

● We have rules at home, in school and in the community. Rules may be di�erent in
di�erent places.

● Question: What would happen if you did not follow rules in school? Home?
Community? The result is called a consequence.

Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity: Why Are Rules Important?
● Seesaw Activity: Rules in School

Bend
III:
Transpo
rtation

● Students will be able to compare
and contrast the transportation of
long ago to methods of
transportation used in the present.

● Students will give examples of how
technology has changed
transportation. Describe how new
forms of transportation have
improved the way people live

Lesson 9: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you about transportation. Transportation is the way we get
from one place to another. People use di�erent forms of transportation to get from place to place.
People also depend on transportation to get to school and their jobs.  Some jobs even require
transportation in order to do the job (ie: �re�ghter/�retruck).  Transportation vehicles can move over
land, water, and air.”
Synchronous Activity or  Asynchronous Activity::

● Brainpop Jr. - Transportation

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Transportation Sort

Lesson 10: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that transportation today is very di�erent from
transportation long ago. Hundreds of years ago people traveled and transported goods with the help
of animals (horse and buggy). It used to take months to travel across the country. Transportation
changed when locomotive trains and  gas powered vehicles were invented (cars). This allowed people
to travel faster. (We saw this in the Brainpop Jr. Transportation video)
Synchronous Activity:

● You can rewatch this part of the Brainpop video for review.
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● Show pictures of transportation long ago - Transportation Then and Now Cards
● Discuss how transportation has changed - what is it like today?

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Transportation Then and Now Activity
● Seesaw Activity: Transportation Past and Present

Heritage Month
Celebration Guide
(Cover in all
curricular areas)

National American Indian Heritage Month:
Celebrated in November
Students will:

● Learn about traditions, music and history that contributes to
American Indian culture

● Use read alouds to teach children to identify with the world
around them, to appreciate and value the di�erences and
similarities of other people to themselves.

Picture Book Options:
● Fry Bread by Kevin Noble Maillard - Fry Bread Read Aloud
● I am Sacagawea by Brian Metlzer - I Am Sacagawea Read

Aloud

Lesson: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that in
the month of November we celebrate National
American Indian Heritage Month. Today we will
read a book about an American Indian family!”
Synchronous Activity:

● Introducing book: Fry Bread by Kevin
Noble Maillard - Fry Bread Read Aloud -
this book teaches us about the Native
American tradition of making fry bread.
This book describes what fry bread is, what
it looks like and what it tastes like. We will
learn how making fry bread is an important
part of the Native American culture and it
is a way for them to gather as a family and
community.

● Read the  book/discuss
Synchronous/Asynchronous Activity:

● Fry Bread Talking Points and Activities
● Heritage Month Library with Additional

Read Alouds Google Slides -Heritage
Month Google Slides

Evidence of  Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets

Special Education:
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a-nkgoxXUN741vYK_-yamh_MBmMggf45/view?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=transportation&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.cc0530e2-a999-4837-9d95-76b8185116a8
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https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=rRebGb-BMD8
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=TiPOUL1i5Lg
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=TiPOUL1i5Lg
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=rRebGb-BMD8
https://azlibrary.gov/sites/default/files/libdev_cfb_fry_bread_conversation_starters.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1EtQVs5KnYt_uU0hS3vW_7k1_c9Lm3uQsAwQb0JZ5YMQ/edit#slide=id.ga6de707902_1_36
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1EtQVs5KnYt_uU0hS3vW_7k1_c9Lm3uQsAwQb0JZ5YMQ/edit#slide=id.ga6de707902_1_36
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● Journal Entry
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special Class
Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation

Board Adopted August 30, 2021

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OEOd4BgNJYGMZJZvXwYQXAqRdYqITuxhV8k_hCik0R8/edit#
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
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● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &
Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades
● My World Adventures in Time and Place Macmillan/McGraw-Hill
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● Seesaw
● Learning from Our Mothers by Leya Roberts (Level J)
● Who’s Who in My Family by Loreen Leedy (Level J)
● My Little Brother by Debi Gliori (Level M)
● Houses and Homes by Ann Morris (Level L)
● Any appropriate grade 1 book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Celebrate Holidays Around the World by Laurie Rozakis (Level J)
● Where Did Your Family Come From? A Book About Immigrants by Melving

Berger (Level L)
● Where Do I Live? By Neil Chesanow (Level J)
● The Family Book by Todd Parr (Level I)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of  Technology through NJSLS
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
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http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/
https://sheg.stanford.edu
https://www.icivics.org
https://www.tolerance.org/
https://www.facinghistory.org/
https://newsela.com/
https://www.brainpop.com/
https://newsela.com/
https://jr.brainpop.com/
https://www.readworks.org/
https://edition.cnn.com/cnn10
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● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as they
re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write the

words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character

motivation.

Integration of  21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the story
and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media
reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)
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Unit 4: Citizenship Grade: 1st
Unit Overview:

In this unit, students will discover the importance of rules in the school and community.  Through the investigations, they will �nd out what it means to be a
good citizen.  Finally, the children will learn about the responsibilities of citizens. It is essential that students learn the logic of rules and their importance.  By
outlining the basic rights of citizens, students can learn how to be a good citizen.

NJ Student Learning Standards:
Primary interdisciplinary connections:
Language Arts:

● Write a list of classroom rules.
● Write a story where the character follows rules.
● Create a speech running for a simulated elected position.

Science:
● Endangered species (bald eagle).
● Describe how a good citizen helps our environment.

Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape meaning or
tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of  Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.

NJ State Standards
RI.1.1. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
SL.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups

21st-Century Life & Career Skills 
9.1 Personal Financial Literacy 
This standard outlines the important �scal knowledge, habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for students to make informed decisions about personal �nance. Financial literacy is an
integral component of a student's college and career readiness, enabling students to achieve ful�lling, �nancially-secure, and successful careers.
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation
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This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career
requirements.
Career Ready Practices
Career Ready Practices describe the career-ready skills that all educators in all content areas should seek to develop in their students. They are practices that have been linked to increase college,
career, and life success. Career Ready Practices should be taught and reinforced in all career exploration and preparation programs with increasingly higher levels of complexity and expectation as a
student advances through a program of study.
CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4.  Communicate clearly and e�ectively and with reason.
CRP5.  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6.  Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP7.  Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

New Jersey Amistad Commission N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and secondary
school students.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards:
By the end of  grade 2:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment
shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local,
national, and global communities.

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Processes and Rules

Rules and [laws are established for our safety and well-being] people who have authority are
necessary to keep everyone safe, resolve con�icts and treat people fairly.

● 6.1.2.CivicsPR.1: Determine what makes a good rule or law.
● 6.1.2.CivicsPR.2: Cite evidence that explains why rules and laws are necessary at

home, in schools, and in communities [are needed].
● 6.1.2.CivicsPR.3: Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how they are

designed to bene�t the common good

[Ideal processes] Processes and rules [are designed to be fair, consistent, and respectful of all
people’s rights] should be fair, consistent, and respectful of the human rights of all people.

● 6.1.2.CivicsPR.4: Explain [how individuals can work together to make decisions
in the classroom] why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a
responsibility to make rules that fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Democratic Principles
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The democratic principles this country was founded upon guide the actions of local, state and
national government (e.g., authority, rights, responsibility, fairness, privacy, [and] freedom to
make choices).

● 6.1.2.CivicsDP.1: Explain how national symbols re�ect on American values and
principles.

● 6.1.2.CivicsDP.2: Use evidence to describe how democratic principles such as
equality, fairness, and respect for legitimate authority and rules have impacted
individuals and communities.

● 6.1.2.CivicsDP.3 Explain how historical symbols, monuments and holidays re�ect
the shared values, principles, and beliefs of the American identity.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Civic Mindedness

Certain character traits can help individuals become productive members of their community. ● 6.1.2.CivicsCM.1: Describe why it is important that individuals assume personal
and civic responsibilities in a democratic society.

● 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2: Use examples from a variety of sources to describe how certain
characteristics can help individuals collaborate and solve problems (e.g.,
open-mindedness, compassion, civility, persistence).

● 6.1.2.CivicsCM.3: Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others
can contribute to individuals feeling accepted.

By the end of  grade 2:
6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working
collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world

6.3 Civics, Government and Human Rights: Participation and Deliberation

When all members of the group are given the opportunity to participate in the decision
making process, everyone’s voice is heard.

● 6.3.2.CivicsPD.1: With adult guidance and support, bring awareness of a local
issue to school and/or community members and make recommendations for
change.

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● Good citizens abide by the law and help others in their community.
● Americans have the right to vote for people to represent them.

(Mayor, Governor, President)
● Voting gives you a say in how the country is run.

● What are rules and laws and why are they important?
● How and why do rules and laws change?
● What makes a good citizen?
● How can we participate actively in our community to make it a

better place?

Unit Teaching Points:

Bends: Concepts
What will students know...

Skills/ Performance Expectations
What students will be able to do...
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Bend I:
Citizens
hip

● Students will be able to describe why
rules are important in school and/or a
community.

● Students will be able to identify
and describe what rules and laws
are

● Students will describe the need for,
and purpose of, rules and
responsibilities in a family,
classroom, school and community
collaboratively

● Students will be able to de�ne
citizenship and identify the qualities
of a good citizen.

● Students will be able to identify a
good citizen is one who respects
others and their di�erences, and cares
about the good of the community

● Students will be able to explain how
community service is an important
aspect of citizenship, and can be
performed by anyone in a community

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that there are rules and laws in school and the
community. Rules are ways that we should behave in school and the community. However, laws are
rules that everyone must follow. Laws protect people and the things they own. The laws help to keep
us safe.
Synchronous OR Asynchronous  Activity:

● Youtube Video- Rules and Laws in the Community for Kids
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Printable: Rules and Laws Choices

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that as good citizens, we all have rights. Rights are
special things that we are allowed to do. But rights don’t allow us to do whatever we want to do. That
is why we have rules and laws. Laws are made to protect people and the things we own. It is part of our
responsibility to follow the laws. A responsibility is a duty or something people must do. It is our
responsibility as good citizens to follow the laws.”
Synchronous OR Asynchronous  Activity:

● Youtube Video-Teaching Laws, Rights and Responsibilities to Kids
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity: Rules and Laws Writing - What would happen?

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you more about rights and responsibilities. Remember that
rights are special things that we are allowed to do. But rights don’t allow us to do whatever we want to
do. That is why we have rules and laws. Laws are made to protect people and the things we own. It is
part of our responsibility to follow the laws. A responsibility is a duty or something people must do. It
is our responsibility as good citizens to follow the laws.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Brainpop Jr. Video- Rights and Responsibilities
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity: Rights and Responsibilities Sorting

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you the importance of being a good citizen. A citizen is a
member of a group or community. A citizen can be a part of a small community such as a classroom
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or a large community such as your town or city (Florham Park). Everyone has a responsibility to be a
good citizen. A responsibility is something you should do. It is respectful.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Discuss: What can we do to be good citizens at school? In the community?
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity; Good Citizenship
● Printable: I Can Label A Good Citizen
● Printable: Good Citizen Cut and Sort Activity

Bend II:
The
USA

● Students will be able to explain the
voting process and why it is
important to be able to vote.

● Students will be able to explain the
voting process/ how to actually vote

● Students will be able to evaluate the
importance of voting in elections at
the national, state, and local level

● Students will be able to identify
national symbols and their meanings.

● Students will be able to understand
National symbols such as our �ag.
Eagle etc and what they represent our
country in our country

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that Americans have the right to vote for people
to represent them.  There are several steps in the voting process.   Let’s read Vote for Our
Future and talk about the di�erent steps in the voting process and why it’s important to
vote.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Youtube Video: Vote for Our Future Read Aloud
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity: If I Were President Writing Activity
● Printable: Voter Survey, Voter Card, and Additional Voting Activities for Classroom

Election Activities

Lesson 6: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you about symbols of the United States of America. A
symbol is something that stands for something else. Objects can be symbols. Today we are going to
learn some symbols that represent the United States and the rights we have because we live here.”
Synchronous OR  Asynchronous Activity:

● Brainpop Jr- U.S. Symbols
● List important/famous United States symbols

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Symbols of the United States
● Printable: American Symbols Class Quilt Activity

Lesson 7: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to continue to teach you about  symbols of the United States of
America. A  symbol is something that stands for something else. Objects can be symbols. Today we are
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https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=citizenship&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.51620b85-d2d6-4949-803f-ab70dd7c3778
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nEzd0agxlfysY_wrnEfU-dBoQigJdK6v/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1irZ0tuuovomPrOwtRM35VPONIzNx-wGb/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zySSy_oZ3WY
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=election&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.3f882feb-888a-4fb1-9b21-e6d13b0b6ceb
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RG9RY9ShJpFL94_LgJR5JrkCupOTkM9_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RG9RY9ShJpFL94_LgJR5JrkCupOTkM9_/view?usp=sharing
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/citizenship/ussymbols/
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=national%2Bsymbols&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.5b382a22-2079-4f2e-833d-8c7bd420b525
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13PSRnLFxxQxp3QedCvv59vbyWIdmi5Jc/view?usp=sharing
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going to learn some symbols that represent the United States and the rights we have because we live
here.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Today you will read more about the American Flag and the Statue of Liberty and record
facts that you have learned.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: American Flag Read Aloud Activity
● Seesaw Activity: Statue of Liberty Read Aloud Activity
● Printable: All About the Flag Book

Lesson 8: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point:“Today I want to continue to teach you about  symbols of the United States of
America. A  symbol is something that stands for something else. Objects can be symbols. Today we are
going to learn some symbols that represent the United States and the rights we have because we live
here. Today you will read more about the Bald Eagle and the Pledge of Allegiance and record facts that
you have learned.”
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity: Bald Eagle Read Aloud Activity
● Seesaw Activity: Pledge of Allegiance Read Aloud Activity
● Printable: Pledge of Allegiance Activity

Lesson 9: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to continue to teach you about  symbols of the United States of
America. A  symbol is something that stands for something else. Objects can be symbols. Today we are
going to learn some symbols that represent the United States and the rights we have because we live
here.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Today you will read more about the Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial
and record facts that you have learned.

● Seesaw Activity: Washington Monument Read Aloud Activity
● Seesaw Activity: Lincoln Memorial Read Aloud Activity

Lesson 10: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to continue to teach you about  symbols of the United States of
America. A  symbol is something that stands for something else. Objects can be symbols. Today we are
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https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=national%2Bsymbols&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.632b1e90-4091-4a35-ba7c-3b668c9349fb
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=national%2Bsymbols&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.40375d62-9ea3-4d7f-8fd2-c4328ba95d75
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qJ3d_3UB0Fxkswd48kL7Fx84eiMvWmLx/view?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=national%2Bsymbols&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.94dee5a0-4ab5-449a-ade1-84ee299e22bb
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=national%2Bsymbols&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.08dc6eb9-ef74-4f34-b9fe-38a19b9a5953
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I3j397jvm9kBWjozcKxx_aMgixqTGcGs/view?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=national%2Bsymbols&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.e1e554ca-a26b-41a0-8b3f-e55c2da3f673
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=national%2Bsymbols&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.b95a5856-0c25-4bf6-b018-cf3319129e19
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going to learn some symbols that represent the United States and the rights we have because we live
here. Today you will read more about the White House and record facts that you have learned.”
Synchronous/Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity: White House Read Aloud Activity

Bend
III:
Black
History

Lesson 11: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to continue to teach you that there are many people who have helped
to make our country a better place. One of the people that helped to do this was a woman named Rosa
Parks.  Rosa Parks lived during a time when black people were not allowed to do the same things as
white people were. As an adult she believed in equal or the same rights for white people and black
people. So she did something to make everyone see that she believed in equal rights. We are going to
read and discuss the text, Rosa Parks  National Geographic by Kitson Jazynka.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Read Aloud YouTube - Rosa Parks, National Geographic Read Aloud
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Printable Activity: Rosa Parks Writing Response (this can be done on any paper if virtual or
set up as a journal response on Seesaw)

● Seesaw Activity: Rosa Parks Timeline

Lesson 12: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to continue to teach you about people who worked to make our
country a more equal place for all people. Today we are going to learn about  a man named Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. He was an important �gure who fought for equal rights for black people. His marches
and speeches are well known around the world and helped black people have the same rights as white
people. We honor  him every January on a holiday called Martin Luther King Day. Today we are going
to read and discuss the text, Martin Luther King Jr. National Geographic.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Read Aloud YouTube: Martin Luther King Jr. National Geographic
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. - How to make the world a better place
● Printable: MLK Character Traits Activity and "I Have A Dream.." Activity

Lesson 13: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to continue to teach you about the �rst black president, his name is
President Barack Obama. He was the 44th President of the United States of America. He is no longer
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https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=national%2Bsymbols&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.a28dcf83-1140-4028-9878-9de4e05afbc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qbq112i7R_A
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12DrWiDZH0kh9hvavpUUErTiO426rAXKr/view?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=rosa%2Bparks&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.8acddd2e-d409-4b4b-963d-7fbf5c562453
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b3CWeUH7An0
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=Martin%2BLuther%2BKing%2BJr&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.94a92435-8ea1-4284-925f-33abe14743d0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yCbt7iVtmijayVaFmjqdDbMB8HmXbVBz/view?usp=sharing
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our president but he was for 8 years and made history by becoming the �rst black president. Today we
are going to read and discuss  a text, Barack Obama National Geographic.”
Synchronous Activity:

● National Geographic Article: Barack Obama National Geographic Kids (choose certain
passages from text to read to students)

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Printable: Barack Obama Minibook

Heritage Month
Celebration Guide
(Cover in all
curricular areas)

Black History Month:
Celebrated in February
Students will:

● Learn about traditions, music and history that contributes to
black culture

● Use read alouds to teach children to identify with the world
around them, to appreciate and value the di�erences and
similarities of other people to themselves.

Picture Book Options:
● The Power of Us by Karen Katz
● Something Beautiful by Sharon Dennis Wyeth
● The Honest to Goodness Truth by Patricia McKissack
● Down the Road by Alice Schertle
● Bringing the Rain to the Kapati Plain by Verna Aardema
● Full, Full, Full of Love by Trish Cooke
● I Love My Hair by Natasha Anastasia Tarpley
● Bippity Boppity Barbershop by Natasha Anastasia Tarpley
● Handa’s Hen by Ellen Browne

Lesson: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that in
the month of February we celebrate Black History
Month. We will read books that celebrate Black
culture.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Introducing book: I Love My Hair by
Natasha Anastasia Tarpley - in this book
we will meet a girl named Keyana. In this
book she  discovers the beauty and magic of
her special hair.

● Read the  book/discuss
Asynchronous Activity:

● Writing Activity to go along with read
aloud - I Love Me Writing

● Seesaw Activity: Black History Month for
Kids

Evidence of  Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Mock-election
● Conferences

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special Class
Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
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https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/barack-obama
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14JaHI6RyI1FLKbktByQa93GXGC_Qh0-n/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jK0hg2OS2HzMdPZAto7k6V2Xp_CvljEm/view?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=Black%2Bhistory%2Bmonth&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.d04975c0-57bf-454d-90ca-7c0b96f6a012
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=Black%2Bhistory%2Bmonth&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.d04975c0-57bf-454d-90ca-7c0b96f6a012
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
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● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &
Mainstream Learners)

Differentiation:
● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OEOd4BgNJYGMZJZvXwYQXAqRdYqITuxhV8k_hCik0R8/edit#
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
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Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades
● My World Adventures in Time and Place Macmillan/McGraw-Hill
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● Seesaw
● Citizenship
● Vote  for Our Future! (Level M)
● Kamala and Maya’s Big Idea (Level N/A)
● Rosa Parks  National Geographic by Kitson Jazynka (Level O)
● Barack Obama National Geographic by Caroline Crosson Gilpin (Level K)
● Martin Luther King Jr. National Geographic by Kitson Jazynka (Level N)
● When Kangaroo Goes to School by Sonia Levitin (Level M)
● If I Were President by Catherine Stier (Level K)
● Uncle Sam and Old Glory: Symbol of America by Delno C. West (Level M)
● The Day Gogo Went to Vote by Elinor Batezat Sisulu (Level P)
● Book Uncle and Me by Uma Krishnaswami (Level P)
● Happy in Our  Skin by Fran Manushkun (Level O)
● The Color of Us by Karen Jatz (Level L)
● The Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles (Level O)
● Any appropriate grade 1  book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Marching With Martin by Lorenzo Pace (Level N)
● White Water by Michael Bandy and Etick Stein (Level N)
● Henry’s Freedom Box by Ellen Levine (Level Q)
● Freedom Summer by Deborah Wiles (Level M)
● Citizenship by Lucia Raatma (Level K)
● I Can Make A Difference! By Jessica Pegis (Level M)
● Rosa Parks
● Ruby Bridges
● George Washington Carver
● Jackie Robinson
● Martin Luther King Jr.
● Harriet Tubman

Intervention Resources:
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1JEIa3GVqldiv9d3WDsNwCM0ITyg4DlDCsl8L01-rlIg/edit?usp=sharing
https://nj.gov/education/amistad/docs/Literacy%20Components%20for%20Primary%20Grades.pdf
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/
https://sheg.stanford.edu
https://www.icivics.org
https://www.tolerance.org/
https://www.facinghistory.org/
http://www.educationworld.com/a_sites/sites057.shtml
https://newsela.com/
https://www.brainpop.com/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/biographies/rosaparks/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/biographies/rubybridges/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/biographies/georgewashingtoncarver/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/biographies/jackierobinson/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/biographies/martinlutherkingjr/
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/biographies/harriettubman/
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● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of  Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social studies,

and foreign language related activities to encourage building background knowledge
and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as they
re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write the

words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character

motivation.

Integration of  21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media
reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
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https://newsela.com/
https://jr.brainpop.com/
https://www.readworks.org/
https://edition.cnn.com/cnn10
https://www.thehomeschoolmom.com/homeschooling-in-new-jersey/field-trips/
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● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Board Adopted August 30, 2021



Florham Park Social Studies

1st Grade Social Studies Curriculum

Unit 5: Holocaust Studies: Acceptance, Always! Grade: 1st
Unit Overview:

This unit will focus on the importance of accepting others who are di�erent from you.  Students will discover ways that they can stand up against prejudice
and bullying.
Compelling Question: How can children stand up against prejudice and bullying?

NJ Student Learning Standards:
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape meaning or
tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of  Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards:
ELA-Literacy.RL.1.10 - Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.
ELA-Literacy.SL.1.5 - Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail.
ELA-Literacy.SL.1.6 - Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

21st-Century Life & Career Skills 
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career
requirements.
Career Ready Practices
Career Ready Practices describe the career-ready skills that all educators in all content areas should seek to develop in their students. They are practices that have been linked to increase college,
career, and life success. Career Ready Practices should be taught and reinforced in all career exploration and preparation programs with increasingly higher levels of complexity and expectation as a
student advances through a program of study.
CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4.  Communicate clearly and e�ectively and with reason.
CRP5.  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6.  Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP7.  Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
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CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28
Every board of education shall include instruction on the Holocaust and genocides in an appropriate place in the curriculum of all elementary and secondary school pupils. The instruction shall
further emphasize the personal responsibility that each citizen bears to �ght racism and hatred whenever and wherever it happens.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● Students will be able to retell the plots of �ctional stories.
● Students will be able to analyze themes in literature, including

acceptance, friendship, and open-mindedness.
● Students will be able to write about and illustrate key themes of

literature as they apply to their own lives.

● How can we address bullying by becoming “upstanders” who
speak up for the rights of others?

● How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs
systems, and cultures provide a context for understanding
and challenging public actions and decisions in a diverse
and interdependent world?

Unit Teaching Points:

Concepts:
What will students know...

Skills/Performance Expectations
What students will be able to do...

● Students will be to understand that the
color of humanity brings variety and
pleasure to our lives

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to remind you that we are all di�erent or unique. This is a
wonderful and exciting thing and we should celebrate all of our di�erences. It is what makes our
world a beautiful place full of many di�erent, beautiful, unique people. Today we are going to
read the book, The Color of Us. In this book the author celebrates the di�erences of everyone
around her, just like we should!”
Synchronous Activity:

● Teacher note: If possible, have samples of the color items named in the book, for
example, a piece of caramel, a jar of cinnamon, an apricot, etc. Hold up and describe
each item before reading.)
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● Read the book titled, The Color of Us by Karen Katz - The Color of Us Read Aloud
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity: I am Unique…
● Activity: Provide skin tone construction paper for each student. Allow them to

choose the piece of construction paper closest to their skin tone. Have each student
trace their hand and cut it out. Gather all hands and create a class wreath to hang up
in the classroom. If virtual, students can do this activity at home as well and color
their hand.

● Students will be able to understand that
when a person or group is being bullied
and hurt by others, that some people try to
help those being hurt, some people do
nothing, some people will join the bullies.

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that when a person or group is being bullied or
hurt by others, that some people try to help those being hurt, some people do nothing, some
people will join the bullies. We have to remember to always make good choices. So if we see
someone being hurt by someone else, we need to get help. It is the wrong choice to do nothing
or to join the people being mean.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Discussion: Teach students that they should be a buddy not a bully - what are some
ways  you can help someone when they are being bullied or treated badly.

○ What are some good choices to make? What would be the wrong choices
to make?

○ Make an anchor chart of good choices vs bad choices.
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity: Buddy vs Bully

● Students will be able to understand that
each one of us is unique and special, and
recognize and list di�erences in people.

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to remind you that each one of us is unique and special. We
have many di�erences that make us unique and special. When you think about you and your
best friend, what makes you di�erent from one another? Those di�erences make us who we are.
There is no one else like you and that is very special.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Read the book, The Crayon Box That Talked by Shane Derolf and discuss. - The
Crayon Box That Talked Read Aloud

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: The Crayon Box That Talked - I am Unique Activity
● Seesaw Activity: My Name is Unique
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O58brpCvmRs
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● Students will be able to understand how
words can hurt us or can make us feel
good.

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that words can hurt our feelings and make us not
feel good.
Synchronous Activity:

● The Power of Words Demonstration - use real apples to demonstrate the power of
words and how they can be hurtful.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Students can complete the Power of Words printable attached in the document

above.

● Students will be able to recognize those
things that all of us share in common.

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that although we are all so di�erent in so many
ways, we also share things that are the same or things we have in common.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Discussion: A few lessons ago, we talked about our best friends and the things that
made us di�erent from one another. Now I want you to think about that same
friend. What are the things that you have in common with your best friend? What
interests, likes or dislikes do you share?

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: My Best Friend!

Heritage Month
Celebration Guide
(Cover in all
curricular areas)

National Women’s History Month:
Celebrated in March
Students will:

● Learn about traditions, music and history that contributes to
to women in history

● Use read alouds to teach children to identify with the world
around them, to appreciate and value the di�erences and
similarities of other people to themselves.

Picture Book Options:
● Courageous First Ladies That Changed the World
● This Little Dreamer by Joan Holub.
● Like a Girl by Lori Degman.
● What Miss Mitchell Saw by Hayley Barrett.
● Hedy Lamarr's Double Life by Laurie Wallmark.

Lesson: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that
there are many di�erent women that are an
important part of history. We learn about them and
remember them during National Women’s History
Month.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Introducing book:  Courageous First
Ladies That Changed the World (in
Seesaw link) - in this book we will meet
several di�erent famous women whose
accomplishments have changed the world.

● Read the  book/discuss
Asynchronous Activity:
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● Muslim Girls Rise by Saira Mir.
● The Skylarks' War by Hilary McKay.
● Make Trouble by Cecile Richards.

Irish-American Heritage Month:
Celebrated in March
Students will:

● Learn about traditions, music and history that contributes to
Irish-American culture

● Use read alouds to teach children to identify with the world
around them, to appreciate and value the di�erences and
similarities of other people to themselves.

Picture Book Options:
● St. Patrick’s Day by Gail Gibbons - St. Patrick's Day by Gail

Gibbons Read Aloud

● Women's History Month Read Aloud and
Activity

Lesson: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that in
the month of March we celebrate  St. Patrick’s Day
and we recognize Irish-American Heritage Month.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Display World Map - Locate Ireland -
World Map Showing Ireland

● Introducing book: St. Patrick's Day by
Gail Gibbons -in this book we will learn
about the holiday of St. Patrick’s Day and
the history behind it.

● Read the  book/discuss
Asynchronous Activity:

● Seesaw Activity: I am Lucky Writing
● Seesaw Activity: Explore Ireland Activity
● Seesaw Activity: Ireland Map Activity

Evidence of  Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● Demonstrations

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special
Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
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https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=mwrhZixR3Vs
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=mwrhZixR3Vs
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=Black%2Bhistory%2Bmonth&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.c611b512-e05b-42a6-bcb6-92c1f89115c6
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=Black%2Bhistory%2Bmonth&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.c611b512-e05b-42a6-bcb6-92c1f89115c6
https://annamap.com/ireland/ireland-on-the-world-map.html
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=mwrhZixR3Vs
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=mwrhZixR3Vs
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=St.%2BPatricks%2BDay&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.6f9e9b6d-c113-43d3-bc90-e0c554b08149
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=Ireland&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.3d874025-7c36-4e32-935a-617b3ab3d17b
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=Ireland&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.0a174997-2a04-4171-924c-2e3ba2c92167
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
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● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources: Core Instructional Resources:
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OEOd4BgNJYGMZJZvXwYQXAqRdYqITuxhV8k_hCik0R8/edit#
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
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● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● Holocaust NJ State Unit
● K-5 Social Studies Holocaust/Genocide, Prejudice & Bullying Education and

Amistad Commission Connections
● The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades
● Acceptance Always: Meeting Someone who is Di�erent from You
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

● Seesaw
● The Color of Us by Karen Katz (Level M)
● All Kids of Children by Norma Simon (Level K)
● Whoever You Are by Mem Fox (Level I)
● The Crayon Box That Talked by Shane Derolf (Level I)
● Two Eyes, a Nose and a Mouth by Roberta Grobel Intrater (Level M)
● Any appropriate grade 1 book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● The Patchwork Quilt by Valerie Flournoy (Level I)
● Top Cat by Lois Ehlert (Level H)
● Widget by Lyn McFarland (Level J)
● The Skin You Live In by Michael Tyler (Level F)
● How Can I Be A Leader? Taking Civic Action by Melissa Rae Shofner (Level

D)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of  Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social studies,

and foreign language related activities to encourage building background knowledge
and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)

Board Adopted August 30, 2021

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1JEIa3GVqldiv9d3WDsNwCM0ITyg4DlDCsl8L01-rlIg/edit?usp=sharing
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https://edition.cnn.com/cnn10
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● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as they
re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.
Other:

● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write
the words from their word sorts.

● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character
motivation.

Integration of  21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of
media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)
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Unit 6: Economics Grade: 1st
Unit Overview:

This unit will progress in a logical order.  In order to gain your needs and wants, people need to get jobs.  Those jobs allow goods to be made, grown and
sold.  With the money from the job and saved money, people can buy what they need and want. This unit explores the basic needs and wants of people and
how they can obtain them.  This will allow the child to begin to prioritize what they can and can’t get.

NJ Student Learning Standards:
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape meaning
or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of  Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Primary interdisciplinary connections:
Language Arts;

● Design a �ipbook of community helpers and compose descriptions of the roles of each worker.
● Write a paragraph about  individual needs and wants.

Math:
● Calculate the prices of various goods.
● Create a shopping list and calculate prices for goods and stay within a budget.

Science:
● Growing plants.
● Farming techniques.
● Materials used to make goods.

21st-Century  Life & Career Skills 
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career
requirements.
Career Ready Practices
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Career Ready Practices describe the career-ready skills that all educators in all content areas should seek to develop in their students. They are practices that have been linked to increase college,
career, and life success. Career Ready Practices should be taught and reinforced in all career exploration and preparation programs with increasingly higher levels of complexity and expectation as
a student advances through a program of study.
CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4.  Communicate clearly and e�ectively and with reason.
CRP5.  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6.  Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP7.  Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88 Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place
in the curriculum of elementary and secondary school students.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards:
By the end of  grade 2:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment
the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and
communities

Core Ideas Performance Expectations

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Economic Ways of  Thinking

Individuals make decisions based on their needs, wants, and the availability of resources. ● 6.1.2.EconET.1: Explain the di�erence between needs and wants.
● 6.1.2.EconET.2: Cite examples of choices people make when resources are scarce

[E�ective decision-making skills can help when individuals and governments make economic
decisions] Economic decisions made by individuals and governments should be informed by
an e�ective decision making process (e.g., saving, spending, acquiring debt, investing).

● 6.1.2.EconET.4: Explain the impact that decisions about savings, debt, and
investment can have on individuals' lives.

● 6.1.2.EconET.5: Describe how local and state governments make decisions that
a�ect individuals and the community.

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Exchange and Markets

Goods and services are produced and exchanged in multiple ways. ● 6.1.2.EconEM.1: Describe the skills and knowledge required to produce speci�c
goods and services.
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● 6.1.2.EconEM.2: Describe the goods and services that individuals and businesses
in the local community produce and those that are produced in other
communities.

● 6.1.2.EconEM.3: Identify the ways in which people exchange(d) goods and
services today, and in the past (e.g., purchase, borrow, barter).

Economics, Innovation, and Technology: National Economy

The availability of resources in�uences current and future economic conditions ● 6.1.2.EconNE.1: Identify examples of human capital, physical capital, and
natural resources that contribute to favorable economic conditions.

Governments play an economic role in the lives of individuals and communities. ● 6.1.2.EconNE.2: Describe examples of goods and services that governments
provide.

Economics, Innovation, and Technology: Global Economy

There are bene�ts to trading goods and services with other countries. ● 6.1.2.EconGE.1: Cite examples of products that are produced domestically and
sold abroad and produced abroad and sold domestically.

● 6.1.2.EconGE.2: Explain why people in one country trade goods and services
with people in other countries

9.1.4.D.2 Express needs, wants, and feelings appropriately in various situations. 

9.2.4.A.2 Identify potential sources of income and their limitations.

9.2.4.A.3 Explain how income a�ects spending and take-home pay.

9.2.4.B.3 Explain what a budget is and why it is important.

9.2.4.B.4 Identify common household expense categories and sources of income.  

9.2.4.B.5 Identify ways to earn and save. 

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
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Florham Park Social Studies

1st Grade Social Studies Curriculum

● Families use money in many ways.
● Families can save money in several di�erent ways.
● Jobs in the community allow the towns to grow.

● How do people in communities organize to meet their needs and
wants?

● How can people make good choices about their needs and wants
since resources are limited?

● How are goods and services designed and produced to meet the
needs of consumers?

● How can we demonstrate cultural caring and build a learning
community?

Unit Teaching Points:

Bends: Concepts
What will students know...

Skills/ Performance Expectations
What students will be able to do...

Bend I:
Economics

● Students will be able to de�ne needs and
wants.

● Students will distinguish between needs
and wants.

● Students will explain how people in
communities work together and make
choices to meet their needs and wants
since resources are limited

● Students will be able to list jobs that
people have in a community.

● Students will explain how people in
communities work together and make
choices to meet their needs and wants
since resources are limited

● Students will be able to  describe how
goods are made or grown.

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you more about the di�erence between needs
and wants. Needs are things people need to live such as air, food, and water. Sometimes
people want more than they actually need but they would like to have additional things.
These things are called wants.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Brainpop Jr - Needs and Wants
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity: Needs and Wants Scavenger Hunt

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that there are many jobs within our
community. All of these jobs are essential in making sure our community continues to
run safely and e�ectively. These jobs help us to meet both our needs and our wants.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Brainpop Jr. - Community Helpers
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Seesaw Activity: What is a community helper?
● Seesaw Activity: Jobs in the Community Story and Song
● Printable: Community Helpers Booklet

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
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https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/economics/needsandwants/
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=needs%2Band%2Bwants&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.941674d4-9941-4842-8c9f-2184b1064343
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https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=%2Bcommunity%2Bhelpers&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.384f6dde-59bc-437b-93bc-3876d00fee49
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=%2Bcommunity%2Bhelpers&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.01f4f588-fe20-42ff-8340-7e030c1c4a78
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QEEgC3pacyO3LcE14-4TCiGX2YGf7Ke1/view?usp=sharing


Florham Park Social Studies

1st Grade Social Studies Curriculum

● Students will gain understanding  of the
types of jobs that exist in the community

● Students will be able to describe the
di�erence between goods and services.

● Students will understand and explain
the di�erence between goods and
services, and provide examples of each

● Students will explain how supply and
demand impact the cost of item

Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that the goods you buy are made or
grown. They can be grown on farms or made in factories. Today we are going to learn
more about farms.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Today we are going to go on a virtual �eld trip to the farm.  We are going to
learn about the di�erent types of farms and the goods they grow and raise
there.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Virtual Farm Field Trip and Activity

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that the goods you buy are made or
grown. They can be grown on farms or made in factories. Today we are going to learn
more about factories.”
Synchronous OR Asynchronous  Activity:

● Reading A-Z Book (Level E) - All Kinds of Factories
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Printable: All Kinds of Factories Main Idea Activity

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you the di�erence between goods and services
and why they are important. Goods are things that are made or grown. People buy and
sell goods.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Watch Brainpop Jr- Goods and Services and discuss
● Create a good vs service anchor chart list

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Seesaw Activity: Good or a Service?
● Printable: Goods and Services in my Life

Bend II:
Technology
and
Inventions

● Students will be able to compare and
contrast how today’s technology is
di�erent from jobs performed in the past.

Lesson 6: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that we use lots of technology every day.
We use phones, ipads, smartwatches, smart televisions, computers, tablets. Technology
has changed and become more useful over time. The technology that we had a long time
ago is much di�erent than the technology we have today.”
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https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=farms%2Band%2Bfactories&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.d8686a46-cf82-4ad6-bdf6-8956a030e086
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b1qIu4EbpM1R_JjVS3TUS9NV4cn0NdEF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GhGfPhFwvaGUbJKZO5FjpCf_l5SU9JEq/view?usp=sharing
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/economics/goodsandservices/
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=goods%2Band%2Bservices&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.ec4e2c88-c4bb-4ca8-ade3-bd2d0c2c3504
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12iDYgqdGUMv2ftjwI6J7qzxYWU_bhv84/view?usp=sharing


Florham Park Social Studies

1st Grade Social Studies Curriculum

● Students will understand how
transportation is used to move from one
place to the next.

● Students will explain di�erent modes of
transportation and how they have changed

● Students will be able to recognize the
relevancy of how inventors changed the
way people work and live

● Students will explain how the form of
transportation in their
neighborhood/community and tell how it
helps people to meet their needs and wants

Synchronous OR Asynchronous Activity:
● Reading A-Z Book (Level C) - Technology Then and Now

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Printable: Technology Then and Now Venn Diagram
● Seesaw Activity: What is Technology?

Lesson 7: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that inventors are people that create new
things that have not existed before. The things inventors create are known as inventions.
It is because of inventors and their inventions that we have many of the things we have
today.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Use the  - Inventors Activity Packet to explain more about inventors and
inventions

● Use the above activity packet to teach other speci�c inventor and their
inventions such as Ben Franklin ALexander Graham Bell, Thomas Edison,
Garrett Morgan, Richard Allen

● Optional- Set students up for a create your own invention activity - see
materials in the packet above.

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Printable: Inventors and Inventions Timeline Cut and Paste
● Seesaw Activity: If I was an inventor...

Evidence of  Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special
Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OEOD5vLpNs3Jo4ICuXlvbOArxylKPdI7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KODydJf99J0IqUlpKXXnY4Ov2cdvtHgn/view?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=technology%2Bthen%2Band%2Bnow&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.37945636-5db9-48dc-9870-e2cef758fe93
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1muLh0xisMZA7Onqhh8JP8kVqTq0PnwyF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1omUKMbu5vnBVMHP5N59owckdj-dAY2pA/view?usp=sharing
https://app.seesaw.me/#/activities/library?search&query=inventors&grade_level=1&promptId=prompt.9c74fca1-52ab-4cfd-abd8-22504482b50d
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing


Florham Park Social Studies

1st Grade Social Studies Curriculum

● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

● Small group setting
High-Prep Differentiation:

● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OEOd4BgNJYGMZJZvXwYQXAqRdYqITuxhV8k_hCik0R8/edit#
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing


Florham Park Social Studies

1st Grade Social Studies Curriculum

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● My World Adventures in Time and Place Macmillan/McGraw-Hill
● The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● Seesaw
● Farm Animal Webquest
● Money Instructor
● What Do We Do? By Naomi Shira (Level M)
● At the Store by Judy Spevack (Level N)
● Fall is Fun! By Ron Archer (Level N)
● The Terrible Thing That Happened at Our House (Level K)
● When Mama Goes to Work by Marsha Forchuk Skrypunch (Level L)
● Any appropriate grade 1 book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● The Money Tree by Sarah Stwewart (Level F)
● Counting Money by Mari Schuh (Level L)
● Earning Money by Tanya Thayer (Level E)
● Counting Money by Tanya Thayer (Level E)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of  Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1JEIa3GVqldiv9d3WDsNwCM0ITyg4DlDCsl8L01-rlIg/edit?usp=sharing
https://nj.gov/education/amistad/docs/Literacy%20Components%20for%20Primary%20Grades.pdf
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/
https://sheg.stanford.edu
https://www.icivics.org
https://www.tolerance.org/
https://www.facinghistory.org/
http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/wes/webquests_themes/farm_animals_webquest/farm_animals_webquest.html
http://www.moneyinstructor.com/
https://newsela.com/
https://www.brainpop.com/
https://newsela.com/
https://jr.brainpop.com/
https://www.readworks.org/
https://edition.cnn.com/cnn10


Florham Park Social Studies

1st Grade Social Studies Curriculum

● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social
studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as they
re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,
storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)

● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.
Other:

● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write
the words from their word sorts.

● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character
motivation.

Integration of  21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of
media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)
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Florham Park Social Studies

1st Grade Social Studies Curriculum

Unit 7: History Grade:1st
Unit Overview:

In this unit, children will have the opportunity to learn about the Native Americans and the cultures of the di�erent groups.  Then they will �nd out
about the early interactions between the early European explorers and the Native Americans.  Finally, the students will conclude with famous Americans
from our past. To promote cultural awareness and to gain knowledge of the �rst people to inhabit the land known as the United States

NJ Student Learning Standards:
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape meaning
or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of  Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Language Arts:

● Match picture cards of major �gures in history to their written descriptions.
● Compose a dream for the future.
● Sort sentence strips of events into the proper order.

Math:
● Timeline of events using given dates.

Science:
● Explore how Native Americans used the land and animals to survive.

21st-Century Life & Career Skills 
9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global
citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures.
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career
requirements.
Career Ready Practices
Career Ready Practices describe the career-ready skills that all educators in all content areas should seek to develop in their students. They are practices that have been linked to increase college,
career, and life success. Career Ready Practices should be taught and reinforced in all career exploration and preparation programs with increasingly higher levels of complexity and expectation as
a student advances through a program of study.

Board Adopted August 30, 2021



Florham Park Social Studies

1st Grade Social Studies Curriculum

CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
CRP4.  Communicate clearly and e�ectively and with reason.
CRP5.  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
CRP6.  Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
CRP7.  Employ valid and reliable research strategies.
CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and e�ective management.
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

New Jersey Amistad Commission N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Infuse the history of Africans and African Americans into the social studies curriculum to provide an accurate, complete and inclusive history

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards:
By the end of  grade 2:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environmen
the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and
communities

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Democratic Principles

The democratic principles this country was founded upon guide the actions of local, state
and national government (e.g., authority, rights, responsibility, fairness, privacy, [and]
freedom
to make choices).

● 6.1.2.CivicsDP.1: Explain how national symbols re�ect on American values and
principles. 6

● 6.1.2.CivicsDP.2: Use evidence to describe how democratic principles such as
equality, fairness, and respect for legitimate authority and rules have impacted
individuals and communities.

● 6.1.2.CivicsDP.3 Explain how historical symbols, monuments and holidays
re�ect the shared values, principles, and beliefs of the American identity

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Continuity and Change

Historical timelines put events in chronological order to help people understand the past ● 6.1.2.HistoryCC.1: Use multiple sources to create a chronological sequence of
events that describes how and why your community has changed over time.

● 6.1.2.HistoryCC.2: Use a timeline of important events to make inferences about
the "big picture" of history.
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1st Grade Social Studies Curriculum

Understanding the past helps to make sense of the present. ● 6.1.2.HistoryCC.3: Make inferences about how past events, individuals, and
innovations a�ect our current lives.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Understanding Perspectives

Two or more individuals can have a di�erent understanding of the same event ● 6.1.2.HistoryUP.1: Use primary sources representing multiple perspectives to
compare and make inferences about why there are di�erent accounts of the same
event.

Respecting and understanding the views of others helps one learn about various
perspectives, thoughts, and cultures

● 6.1.2.HistoryUP.2: Use evidence to demonstrate how an individual’s beliefs,
values, and traditions may change and/or re�ect more than one culture.

● 6.1.2.HistoryUP.3: Use examples from the past and present to describe how
stereotyping and prejudice can lead to con�ict.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Historical Sourcing and Evidence

The nature of history involves stories of the past preserved in a variety of sources. ● 6.1.2.HistorySE.1: Use examples of regional folk heroes, stories, and/or songs
and make inferences about how they have contributed to the development of a
culture's history.

● 6.1.2.HistorySE.2: Analyze a variety of sources describing the same event and
make inferences about why the accounts are di�erent (e.g., photographs,
paintings, cartoons, newspapers, poetry, novels, plays).

Historians analyze accounts of history through a variety of sources, including di�ering
accounts of the same event.

● 6.1.2.HistorySE.3: Use historical data from a variety of sources to investigate the
development of a local community (e.g., origins of its name, originating
members, important historical events and places)

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Claims and Argumentation

Historians create arguments outlining ideas or explanations based on evidence ● 6.1.2.HistoryCA.1: Make an evidence-based argument how and why
communities change over time (e.g., locally, nationally, globally).

9.1.4.D.3 Demonstrate an awareness of one’s own culture and other cultures during interactions
within and outside of the classroom.   

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions
● Native Americans were the �rst people to live in America.
● People came to our country for many di�erent reasons.

● How do our interpretations of past events inform our
understanding of cause and e�ect, and continuity and change, and
how do they in�uence our beliefs and decisions about current
public policy issues?

● How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs systems, and
cultures provide a context for understanding and challenging
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public actions and decisions in a diverse and interdependent
world?

Unit Teaching Points:

Bends: Concepts
What will students know...

Skills/ Performance Expectations
What students will be able to do...

Bend I:
Native
Americans

● Students will be able to explain that
Native Americans were the �rst
people to live in America.

● Students will recognize Native
Americans as the �rst groups of
people to live in North America.

● Students will describe the lifestyle of
a Native American community.

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that the �rst people to live in America were the
Native Americans. Native Americans lived in tribes throughout the land. They lived o� the land.
They were hunters and gatherers. They also made their homes,  clothing, and baskets from
plants and animals.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Intro to Native Americans Youtube Video - Native Americans for Kids
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Printable: Native American Writing Activity - Write 3 facts you have learned about
Native Americans

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to remind you that the �rst people to live in America were the
Native Americans. Native Americans lived in tribes throughout the land. They lived o� the land.
They were hunters and gatherers. They also made their homes,  clothing, and baskets from
plants and animals.”
Synchronous Activity:

● The men, women and children in the tribe all had di�erent responsibilities or jobs.
● Roles of men, women and children in the tribe- Native American - Roles of Men and

Women Facts
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Printable: A Day in the Life of an Indigenous Girl Story and Coloring Book

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you about a Native American named Sacagawea. She
grew up near the Rocky Mountains in land that is today in the state of Idaho. She was part of the
Shoshone tribe where her dad was the chief. Her tribe lived in teepees and moved around during
the year to gather food and hunt bison. She is an important Native American �gure because she

Board Adopted August 30, 2021

https://youtu.be/_y9-ymLpO58
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L-gzafzePj8qs7N0fJ298FKkcHI2pNSh/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ducksters.com/history/native_americans/roles_of_women_and_men.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/native_americans/roles_of_women_and_men.php
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xa2YILkagIbIuVxQCAPVyfgWVHd85U8r/view?usp=sharing


Florham Park Social Studies

1st Grade Social Studies Curriculum

is known for  guiding two explorers named Lewis and Clarke as they discovered new lands.
Today we will read a book about her to learn more about what she did.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Read the text titled, A Picture Book of Sacagawea by David Adler
● Website for additional facts about Sacagawea - Sacagawea Bio

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Printable: All About Sacagawea Printable Sheet

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you about a famous Native American leader named
Squanto. Squanto grew up near what is today the city of Plymouth, Massachusetts. He was a
member of the  Wampanoags. As a Wampanoag boy he would have learned how to hunt with a
bow and arrow at an early age.  As an adult, he is most well known for helping the Pilgrims when
they sailed here to settle on his tribe's land. It is also said that he was at the very First
Thanksgiving.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Read the text titled, Squanto’s Journey: The Story of The First Thanksgiving by Joseph
Bruchac. - click here for read aloud version Squanto's Journey Read Aloud

● Website for additional facts on Squanto - Squanto Bio

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Activity: How to draw Squanto - Draw Squanto step by step

Bend II:
Early
America

● Students will be able to identify the
early settlers in America.

● Students will be able to de�ne
colonies and settlers, especially
European settlers and Jamestown.

● Students will be able to understand
events in early American history.

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you about a famous explorer named Christoper
Columbus. He is most well known for  sailing to the Americas. He was born in Europe and
looked up to many early explorers. He wanted to �nd a quicker route sailing to Asia from
Europe. It was on these expeditions that he landed upon the Americas. He and his crew sailed on
three ships called the Nina, the Pinta and the Santa Maria. Today we are going to read a book
about Christopher Columbus to learn more about him.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Read the text titled, Christopher Columbus by Stephen Krensky - click here for read
aloud version - Christopher Columbus Read Aloud

● Additional information on Christoper Columbus - Christopher Columbus Bio
Asynchronous Activity Options:

● Printable: Christopher Columbus Little Book Activity
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● Brainpop Jr - Christopher Columbus

Lesson 6: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you about the 13 colonies. A colony is an area of land
settled on by a group of people outside of their country. Many explorers had sailed to America,
including Christopher Columbus, claiming the land for their country. They did not treat the
people that already lived here kindly, these people were the Native Americas. Eventually English
settlers began traveling to the Americas and began setting up colonies all over. They did this
because they wanted to leave their countries to have freedom and land to live on and farm on.
Today we are going to watch a Brainpop video that is going to teach us more about the �rst 13
colonies which eventually became part of the country we live in now, The United States of
America.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Brainpop Jr - The 13 Colonies
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Printable: Native Americans and the Colonists Writing Activity

Lesson 7: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you about the �rst English settlement. Jamestown,
Virginia was the �rst permanent English settlement. Colonists arrived there in the year 1607.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Youtube Video - Educational Stories for Kids - Jamestown
Asynchronous Activity Option:

● Printable Activity: Colonial Life Booklet

Bend III:
Historical
Figures

● Students will be able to recognize
the names  and contributions  of
major �gures in American history.

● Students will identify symbols and
landmarks of our country’s heritage.
Describe how landmarks honor our
country’s history and ideals.

Lesson 8: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you about an important �gure in our American
history. Today we are going to learn about George Washington. George Washington was the �rst
President of the United States. He is known as the Father of Our Country because he started our
country. Today we are going to read a book to learn more about George Washington.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Read the text titled, A Picture Book of George Washington by David Adler - click here
for read aloud version - A Picture Book of George Washington

● OR Brainpop Jr. - George Washington
Asynchronous Activity Option:
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● Students will identify national
heroes, legends, and holidays, and
their signi�cance.

● Seesaw Activity: George Washington Watch and Wonder
● Printable: George Washington & Abraham Lincoln Writing Activity - students will

draw a picture of George Washington and write facts that they learned in this lesson.

Lesson 9: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you about an important �gure in our American
history. Today we are going to learn about Abraham Lincoln. He was the 16th President of the
United States. He is well known for the work he did in ending slavery and allowing black people
to have the same rights as white people.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Read the book titled, Honest Abe by Stephen Rogers
● OR Brainpop Jr. - Abraham Lincoln

Asynchronous Activity Option:
● Printable: George Washington & Abraham Lincoln Writing Activity students will

draw a picture of Abraham Lincoln and write facts that they learned in this lesson.

Heritage Month Celebration
Guide (Cover in all
curricular areas)

Asian-Paci�c American Heritage Month
Celebrated in May
Students will:

● Learn about traditions, music, and history that
contributes to Asian-Paci�c culture

● Use read alouds to teach children to identify with the
world around them, to appreciate and value the
di�erences and similarities of other people and
themselves

Picture Book Options:
● Red is a Dragon: A Book of Colors
● The Name Jar by Yangsook Choi
● Apple Picking Time by Michele Slawson

Lesson: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that in
the month of May we celebrate Asian- Paci�c
American Heritage Month. We celebrate people
from the continent of Asia as well as the Paci�c
Islands and Hawaii.”
Synchronous Activity:

● Display World Map to Asia and Paci�c
Islands - Asia and Paci�c Islands

● Introducing book: The Name Jar by
Yangsook Choi - in this book we meet
Unhei, a young Korean girl. When she
moves to America with her family and
arrives at a new school, she begins to
wonder if she should also choose a new
name. Let’s read to �nd out what
happens to Unhei.

● Read the book/discuss
Asynchronous Activity:
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● Printable Activity to go with read aloud -
The Name Jar - My Name Activity

● Seesaw Activity: Asian-Paci�c American
Heritage Month Read Aloud Choice
Board

● Seesaw Activity: Country Research
Activity

Evidence of  Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special
Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
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● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● The Amistad Commission’s Literacy Components for Primary Grades
● My World Adventures in Time and Place Macmillan/McGraw-Hill
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● Seesaw
● American History and Culture
● A Picture Book of Sacagawea by David Adler (Level N)
● Squanto’s Journey: The Story of The First Thanksgiving by Joseph Bruchac (Level

Q)
● The Seminoles by E. Barry Kavasch (Level Q)
● Christopher Columbus by Stephen Krensky (Level O)
● A Picture Book of Martin Luther King Jr. by David Adler (Level M)
● A Picture Book of George Washington by David Adler (Level N)
● Escape North! The Story of Harriet Tubman by Monica Kulling (Level O)
● An Apple of Harriet Tubman by Glennette Turner (Level M)
● Honest Abe by Stephen Rogers (Level N)
● Any appropriate grade 1 book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:
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Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Sacagawea and the Bravest Dead by Stephen Krensky (Level K)
● Paul Revere and the Bell Ringers by Jonah Winter (Level M)
● Angel Child, Dragon Child by Michele Maria Surat (Level K)
● Benjamin Franklin by Wil Mara (Level M)
● Elizabeth Leads the Way by Tanya Lee Stone (Level O)
● Looking at Lincoln by Maria Kalman (Level O)
● Many Nations by Joseph Bruchac (Level O)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of  Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write the

words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character

motivation.

Integration of  21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items
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● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media
reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective
● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)
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2020-2021 Disciplinary Concepts
Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Civic and Political Institutions
The study of civic and political institutions includes concepts of the law, politics, and government that are essential to understanding the important
institutions of society and the principles these institutions are intended to re�ect.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Local community and government
leaders have roles and responsibilities to
provide services for their community
members.

● Rules for all to live by are a result of the
actions of government, organizations,
and individuals.

● The actions of individuals and the
government a�ects decisions made for the
common good.

● In a representative democracy, individuals
play a role in how the government functions.

● In a representative democracy, individuals
elect representatives to act on the behalf of
the people.

● Levels of government (i.e., local, state, and
federal) have  di�erent powers and
responsibilities.

● Political and civic institutions impact all
aspects of people’s lives.

● Governments have di�erent structures
which impact development (expansion)
and civic participation.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Participation and Deliberation
Participation requires learning about public issues and determining how and when to take action to address them. Deliberation requires civic dispositions, such as
honesty, mutual respect, cooperation, and attentiveness to multiple perspectives that individuals should use when they interact with each other on public matters.
Deliberation includes learning processes that enable citizens to engage in constructive, informed, and decisive dialogue about important public issues. Both
participation and deliberation require an understanding of the diverse arguments regarding the underlying principles as well as founding documents and their
meanings.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● When all members of the group are given
the opportunity to participate in the
decision-making process, everyone's voice
is heard.

● Through participation in the
decision-making process, people can initiate
change (e.g., voting, petitions, contacting
elected o�cials).

● E�ective con�ict resolution is possible when
evidence, diverse perspectives, and
intended/unintended consequences are
considered.

● A major role of citizens in a representative
democracy is to make responsible decisions

● Civic participation and deliberation are
the responsibility of every member of
society.

● Members of society have the obligation
to become informed of the facts
regarding public issues and to engage in
honest, mutually respectful discourse to

● advance public policy solutions
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about who should govern.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Democratic Principles
Understanding democratic principles, such as equality, freedom, liberty and respect for individual rights, and how they apply to both o�cial institutions and
informal interactions among citizens is a fundamental concept of being a citizen in a democratic republic.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● The democratic principles this country
was founded upon guide the actions of
local, state and national government (e.g.,
authority, rights, responsibility, fairness,
privacy, [and] freedom to make choices).

● Fundamental rights that allow democratic
societies to function can be seen at all levels
of government in society

● The United States’ system of
government is designed to realize the
ideals of liberty, democracy, limited
government, equality under the law, and
of opportunity, justice, and property
rights.

● The principles of the United States
government are based on political
philosophies, ideas, and experiences of
earlier governments.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Processes and Rules
Processes and rules are how groups of people make decisions, govern themselves, and address public problems. This includes problems at all scales, from a
classroom to local, state, and national public policy to the agreements among nations. Additionally, this includes studying how various rules, processes, laws, and
policies actually work, which requires an understanding of political systems and de�ning and addressing public problems.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Rules and [laws are established for our
safety and well-being] people who have
authority are necessary to keep everyone
safe, resolve con�icts, and treat people
fairly.

● [Ideal processes] Processes and rules [are
designed to be fair, consistent, and
respectful of all people’s rights] should be
fair, consistent, and respectful of the
human rights of all people

● There are di�erent processes for establishing
rules and laws.

● Rules, laws, and policies are designed to
protect the rights of people, help resolve
con�icts, and promote the common

● In a democratic government, there
● are multiple processes by which

individuals can in�uence the creation of
rules, laws, and public policy.

Civics, Government and Human Rights: Human and Civil Rights
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Human rights are universal, inalienable, and interdependent claims that derive from the inherent worth of every individual. They are the birthright of every
human being regardless of race, sex, nationality, ethnicity, language, religion, or any other status. Human rights include the right to life and liberty, freedom
from slavery and torture, freedom of opinion and expression, the right to work and education, and many more. These universal rights are not granted by
states or governments but are inherent to every person.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Individuals may be different, but all
have the same basic human rights.

● It is the responsibility of individuals and
institutions at the state, national, and
international levels to promote human rights.

● Individuals have the right to be safe and not
to be bullied or discriminated against.

● Human and civil rights include political,
social, economic, and cultural rights.

● [Human rights can be protected or
abused in various societies.] Social and
political systems have protected and
denied human rights (to varying
degrees) throughout time.12

● Fundamental rights are derived from the
inherent worth of [every] each
individual[, which] and include civil,
political, social, economic, and cultural
rights

Civics, Government and Human Rights: Civic Mindedness
Civic-mindedness is grounded in democratic principles and promotes civic virtues. Responsible citizens are informed and thoughtful, participate in their
communities, act politically, and embrace civic dispositions. Important civic dispositions for a democratic society include civility, open-mindedness,
compromise, and toleration of diversity. In a democratic society, individuals show concern for others’ rights and welfare, fairness, trust in humanity and
political systems, and a sense of public duty. The belief that one’s own actions – alone or in combination with others – can make a di�erence is closely related
to democratic principles and participation.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Certain character traits can help
individuals become productive members
of their community

● Certain dispositions help individuals
contribute to the health of American
democracy

● The well-being of a democracy depends
upon informed and e�ective
participation of individuals committed
to civility, compromise, and toleration of
diversity.

Geography, People and the Environment: Spatial Views of the World
Spatial views of the world focus on the creation of maps and use of geospatial technologies. Creating maps and other geographical representations is an essential
and enduring part of seeking new geographic knowledge that is personally and socially useful and that can be applied in making decisions and solving problems.
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Once maps or other representations are created, it prompts new questions concerning the locations, spaces, and patterns portrayed.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● A map is a symbolic representation of
selected characteristics of a place.

● Geographic data can be used to identify
cultural and environmental
characteristics of places

● Maps and other geographic representations,
geospatial technologies, and spatial thinking
can be used to understand and communicate
information.

● Geospatial technologies and
representations help us to make sense of
the distribution of people, places, and
environments and spatial patterns across
Earth’s surface

Geography, People and the Environment: Human Population Patterns
Human population, patterns and movement focus on the size, composition, distribution, and movement of human populations and how they are fundamental
and active features on Earth’s surface. This includes understanding that the expansion and redistribution of the human population a�ects patterns of settlement,
environmental changes, and resource use. Patterns and movements of population also relate to physical phenomena including climate variability, landforms, and
locations of various natural hazards and their e�ects on population size, composition, and distribution.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Physical and human characteristics a�ect
where people live (settle).

● People use goods from local and distant
places to meet their daily needs

● Regions form and change as a result of
unique physical conditions, economies, and
cultures.

● Patterns of settlement di�er markedly from
region to region, place to place, and time to
time.

● The experiences people have when they
migrate to new places di�er for many reasons,
including whether it is by choice or
condition.

● The di�usion of ideas and cultural
practices are impacted by the movement
of people and advancements in
transportation, communication, and
technology.

● Relationships between humans and
environments impact spatial patterns of
settlement and movement.

● Global changes in population
distribution patterns a�ect changes in
land use in particular places.

Geography, People and the Environment: Human Environment Interaction
Human-environment interactions are essential aspects of human life in all societies and they occur at local-to-global scales. Human-environment interactions
happen both in speci�c places and across broad regions. Culture in�uences the locations and the types of interactions that occur. Earth’s human systems and
physical systems are in constant interaction and have reciprocal in�uences �owing among them. These interactions result in a variety of spatial patterns that require
careful observation, investigation, analysis, and explanation.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8
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● Environmental characteristics in�uence
how and where people live

● Environmental and cultural characteristics
in�uence where and how people live.

● Human activity a�ects the cultural and
environmental characteristics of places and
regions.

● Cultural and environmental characteristics
change over time.

● Cultural patterns and economic
decisions in�uence environments and
the daily lives of people.

● The physical and human characteristics
of places and regions are connected to
human identities and cultures

Geography, People and the Environment: Global Interconnections
Global interconnections occur in both human and physical systems. Earth is a set of interconnected ecosystems of which humans are an in�uential part. Many
natural phenomena have no perceptible boundaries. For example, the oceans are one dynamic system. The atmosphere covers the entire planet. Land and water
forms shift over geological eons. Many life forms di�use from place to place and bring environmental changes with them. Humans have spread across the planet,
along with their cultural practices, artifacts, languages, diseases, and other attributes. All of these interconnections create complex spatial patterns at multiple scales
that continue to change over time.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Global interconnections occur in both
human and physical systems across
di�erent regions of the world.

● Interactions between humans has led to the
spread of cultural practices, artifacts,
languages, diseases, and other attributes as
well as changes in environmental
characteristics.

● In an interconnected world, increased
collaboration is needed by individuals,
groups, and nations to solve global issues

● Cultural and environmental practices
impact the geography of an area.

● The environmental characteristics of
places and production of goods
in�uences the spatial patterns of world
trade.

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Economic Ways of Thinking
Economic decision making involves setting goals and identifying the resources available to achieve those goals. Economic decision-making includes weighing the
additional bene�t of an action against the additional cost. Investigating the incentives that motivate people is an essential part of analyzing economic decision
making.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Individuals make decisions based on their
needs, wants, and the availability of
resources.

● Limited resources in�uence choices.

● Economic decision-making involves setting
goals and identifying the resources available
to achieve those goals.

● An economy accounts for the bene�ts and

● Economic decision-making involves
setting goals, weighing costs and
bene�ts, and identifying the resources
available to achieve those goals
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● [E�ective decision-making skills can help
when individuals and governments make
economic decisions] Economic decisions
made by individuals and governments
should be informed by an e�ective
decision-making process (e.g., saving,
spending, acquiring debt, investing).

costs of individual choices in dealing with the
scarcity of �nite resources.

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Exchange and Markets
Exchange is when people voluntarily exchange goods and services and expect to gain as a result of the trade. Markets exist to facilitate the exchange of goods and
services. Comparison of bene�ts and costs helps identify the circumstances under which government action in markets is in the best interest of society and when it
is not.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Goods and services are produced and
exchanged in multiple ways

● The availability of human capital, physical
capital, and/or natural resources has
contributed to the specialization of trade and
production.

● The exchange of goods and services can have
negative and positive e�ects

● People voluntarily exchange goods and
services when all parties expect to gain as
a result of the trade.

● Buyers and sellers interact in competitive
markets based on prices that re�ect
scarcity of goods and services in the
market.

● Markets exist to facilitate the exchange
of goods and services.

● Competition among sellers and buyers
exists in speci�c markets

Economics, Innovation and Technology: National Economy
The national economy includes studying how the changes in the amounts and qualities of human capital, physical capital, and natural resources in�uence current
and future economic conditions and standards of living. All markets working together in�uence economic growth and �uctuations in well-being. (Monetary and
�scal policies are often designed and used in attempts to moderate �uctuations and encourage growth under a wide variety of circumstances.)

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● The availability of resources in�uences
current and future economic conditions.

● Governments play an economic  role in
the lives of individuals and communities

● The government uses a variety of tools to pay
for the goods and services that it provides to
individuals and communities.

● A national economy includes studying
the changes in the amounts and qualities
of human capital, physical capital, and
natural resources.
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● A nation's economy is in�uenced by its
government, human and physical capital,
availability of resources, and technological
progress

● The production and consumption of
goods and services in�uence economic
growth, well-being, and quality of life

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Global Economy
The global economy is the system of trade and industry across the world that has emerged due to globalization. Economic globalization occurs with cross-border
movement of goods, services, technology, information, and human, physical, and �nancial capital. Understanding why people specialize and trade, and how that
leads to increased economic interdependence, are fundamental steps in understanding how the world economy functions. While trade provides signi�cant
bene�ts, it is not without costs. Comparing those bene�ts and costs is essential in evaluating policies to in�uence trade among individuals and businesses in
di�erent countries.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● There are bene�ts to trading goods and
services with other countries.

● Increased economic interdependence among
nations is a result of trade, sharing of ideas,

● and innovation

● The global economy is the system of
trade and industry across the world that
has emerged due to globalization.

● Economic globalization occurs with
cross-border movement of goods,
services, technology, information, and
human, physical, and �nancial capital.

● Economic policies require an analysis of
policies that in�uence trade among
individuals and businesses in di�erent
countries.

● Economic interdependence is impacted
by increased specialization and trade.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Continuity and Change
Change and continuity over time require assessing similarities and di�erences between historical periods and between the past and present. It also involves
understanding how a change in one area of life relates to a change in other areas, bringing together political, economic, intellectual, social, cultural and other
factors. Understanding the interrelation of patterns of change requires evaluating the context within which events unfolded in order not to view events in
isolation, and to be able to assess the signi�cance of speci�c individuals, groups, and developments.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Historical timelines put events in ● Chronological sequencing helps us track ● Chronological sequencing helps us
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chronological order to help people
understand the past.

● Understanding the past helps to make
sense of the present

events over time.
● Interactions of people and events throughout

history have shaped the world we experience
today.

understand the interrelationship of
historical events.

● Political, economic, social, and cultural
factors both change and stay the same
over time.

● Historical events may have single,
multiple, and direct and indirect causes
and e�ects.

● Historical events and developments are
shaped by social, political, cultural,
technological, and economic factors.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Understanding Perspectives
Understanding perspectives requires recognizing the multiplicity of points of view in the past, which makes it important to seek out a range of sources on any
historical question. One must recognize that perspectives change over time, so that historical understanding requires developing a sense of empathy with people in
the past whose perspectives might be very di�erent from those of today. Analyzing perspectives requires understanding how historical contexts shape people’s
perspectives.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Two or more individuals can have a
di�erent understanding of the same
event.

● Respecting and understanding the views
of others helps one learn about various
perspectives, thoughts, and cultures

● Respecting and understanding the views of
others helps one learn about various
perspectives, thoughts, and cultures.

● Events may be viewed di�erently based on
one's perspective.

● Historical records are shaped by the society
that the creator lived in.

● An individual’s perspective is impacted
by one’s background and experiences.

● Perspectives change over time.
● Historical contexts and events shaped

and continue to shape people’s
perspectives.

● The perspectives of people in the present
shape interpretations of the past.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Historical Sourcing and Evidence
Historical sourcing and evidence is based on a review of materials and sources from the past. Examining sources often leads to further questions as well as answers
in a spiraling process of inquiry. Determining the values and limitations of sources is a process that involves taking into account features of the source itself, such as
its creator, date, purpose, and content in order to assess the validity and reliability of the source.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● The nature of history involves stories of ● There are a variety of sources that help us ● Historical sourcing and evidence are
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the past preserved in a variety of sources.
● Historians analyze accounts of history

through a variety of sources, including
di�ering accounts of the same event

understand the past.
● Our understanding of the past deepens

through analysis of a wide variety of primary
and

● secondary sources

based on a review of materials and
sources from the past.

● Examining historical sources may answer
questions but may also lead to more
questions.

● Historians consider the relevance and
validity of sources to understand the
perspectives of those involved when
evaluating historical arguments.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Claims and Argumentation
Claims are statements, potentially arguable, about what is valid/true and about what should be done or believed. Claims can address issues of change over time,
the relevance of sources, the perspectives of those involved and many other topics. Claims must be based on evidence. Argumentation is a social process of two or
more people(s) making arguments, responding to one another and modifying or defending their positions accordingly.
Arguments are claims backed by reasons that are supported by evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and interpretations into a reasoned argument
about the past.

By the end of  grade 2 By the end of  grade 5 By the end of  grade 8

● Historians create arguments outlining
ideas or explanations based on evidence

● Historians use evidence from multiple
sources to support their claims and
arguments about the past.

● Historians analyze claims within sources
for perspective and validity.

● Historians develop arguments  using
evidence from multiple relevant
historical sources
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Social Studies Practices

The practices are the skills that individuals who work in the �eld of social sciences use on a regular basis. Because the purpose of social studies is to provide
students with the knowledge, skills and attitudes they need to be active, informed, responsible individuals and contributing members of their communities,
many of the practices can be applied to daily life. Curriculum writers and educators will want to consider how they can design learning experiences that will
enable their students to develop these skills in conjunction with the content knowledge re�ected in the core ideas and performance expectations (Citizens,
2008).

Practice Description

Developing Questions and Planning
Inquiry

Developing insightful questions and planning e�ective inquiry involves identifying the purposes of di�erent
questions to understand the human experience, which requires addressing real world issues. Inquiries
incorporating questions from various social science disciplines build understanding of the past, present and
future; these inquiries investigate the complexity and diversity of individuals, groups, and societies.

Gathering and Evaluating Sources Finding, evaluating and organizing information and evidence from multiple sources and perspectives are the
core of inquiry. E�ective practice requires evaluating the credibility of primary and secondary sources,
assessing the reliability of information, analyzing the context of information, and corroborating evidence
across sources. Discerning opinion from fact and interpreting the signi�cance of information requires
thinking critically about ourselves and the world

Seeking Diverse Perspectives Making sense of research �ndings requires thinking about what information is included, whether the
information answers the question, and what may be missing, often resulting in the need to complete
additional research. Developing an understanding of our own and others’ perspectives builds understanding
about the complexity of each person and the diversity in the world. Exploring diverse perspectives assists
students in empathizing with other individuals and groups of people; quantitative and qualitative
information provides insights into speci�c people, places, and events, as well as
national, regional, and global trends.

Developing Claims and Using Evidence Developing claims requires careful consideration of evidence, logical organization of information,
self-awareness about biases, application of analysis skills, and a willingness to revise conclusions based on the
strength of evidence. Using evidence responsibly means developing claims based on factual evidence, valid
reasoning, and a respect for human rights
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Presenting Arguments and Explanations Using a variety of formats designed for a purpose and an authentic audience forms the basis for clear
communication. Strong arguments contain claims with organized evidence and valid reasoning that respects
the diversity of the world and the dignity of each person. Writing �ndings and engaging in civil discussion
with an audience provides a key step in the process of thinking critically about conclusions and continued
inquiry

Engaging in Civil Discourse and
Critiquing Conclusions

Assessing and re�ning conclusions through metacognition, further research, and deliberative discussions
with diverse perspectives sharpens the conclusions and improves thinking as a vital part of the process of
sensemaking. Responsible citizenship requires respectfully listening to and critiquing claims by analyzing the
evidence and reasoning supporting them. Listening to and understanding contrary views can deepen learning
and lay the groundwork for seeking consensus

Taking Informed Action After thoroughly investigating questions, taking informed action means building consensus about possible
actions and planning strategically to implement change. Democracy requires citizens to practice discussion,
negotiation, coalition-seeking, and peaceful con�ict resolution. When appropriate, taking informed action
involves creating and/or implementing action plans designed to solve problems and create positive change.
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